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Résumé

Le succes des modeles d’apprentissage en profondeur et leur adoption rapide dans de nombreux
domaines d’application ont soulevé d’importantes questions sur 1’équité de ces modeles lorsqu’ils
sont déployés dans le monde réel. Des études récentes ont mis en évidence les biais encodés
par les algorithmes d’apprentissage des représentations et ont remis en cause la fiabilité de telles
approches pour prendre des décisions. En conséquence, il existe un intérét croissant pour la
compréhension des sources de biais dans I’apprentissage des algorithmes et le développement de
stratégies d’atténuation des biais. L'objectif des algorithmes d’atténuation des biais est d’atténuer
I’influence des caractéristiques des données sensibles sur les décisions d’éligibilité prises. Les
caractéristiques sensibles sont des caractéristiques privées et protégées d’un ensemble de données
telles que le sexe ou la race, qui ne devraient pas affecter les décisions de sortie d’éligibilité, c’est-
a-dire les criteres qui rendent un individu qualifié ou non qualifié pour une tache donnée, comme
I’octroi de préts ou I’embauche. Les modeles d’atténuation des biais visent a prendre des décisions
d’éligibilité sur des échantillons d’ensembles de données sans biais envers les attributs sensibles
des données d’entrée. La difficulté des taches d’atténuation des biais est souvent déterminée par
la distribution de I’ensemble de données, qui a son tour est fonction du déséquilibre potentiel de
I’étiquette et des caractéristiques, de la corrélation des caractéristiques potentiellement sensibles
avec d’autres caractéristiques des données, du décalage de la distribution de 1’apprentissage vers
le phase de développement, etc. Sans 1’évaluation des modeles d’atténuation des biais dans
diverses configurations difficiles, leurs mérites restent incertains. Par conséquent, une analyse
systématique qui comparerait différentes approches d’atténuation des biais sous la perspective de
différentes mesures d’équité pour assurer la réplication des résultats conclus est nécessaire. A
cette fin, nous proposons un cadre unifié pour comparer les approches d’atténuation des biais.
Nous évaluons différentes méthodes d’équité formées avec des réseaux de neurones profonds sur
un ensemble de données synthétiques commun et un ensemble de données du monde réel pour
obtenir de meilleures informations sur le fonctionnement de ces méthodes. En particulier, nous
formons environ 3000 modeles différents dans diverses configurations, y compris des configurations
de données déséquilibrées et corrélées, pour vérifier les limites des modeles actuels et mieux
comprendre dans quelles configurations ils sont sujets a des défaillances. Nos résultats montrent que
le biais des modeles augmente a mesure que les ensembles de données deviennent plus déséquilibrés



ou que les attributs des ensembles de données deviennent plus corrélés, le niveau de dominance
des caractéristiques des ensembles de données sensibles corrélées a un impact sur le biais, et
les informations sensibles restent dans la représentation latente méme lorsque des algorithmes
d’atténuation des biais sont appliqués. Résumant nos contributions - nous présentons un ensemble
de données, proposons diverses configurations d’évaluation difficiles et évaluons rigoureusement
les récents algorithmes prometteurs d’atténuation des biais dans un cadre commun et publions
publiquement cette référence, en espérant que la communauté des chercheurs le considérerait
comme un point d’entrée commun pour un apprentissage en profondeur équitable.

Mots clés: Equité dans I’apprentissage automatique, Atténuation des biais, Apprentissage des
représentations, Evaluation du modéle d’équité, Apprentissage en profondeur équitable, Equité
contradictoire



Abstract

The rapid use and success of deep learning models in various application domains have raised
significant challenges about the fairness of these models when used in the real world. Recent
research has shown the biases incorporated within representation learning algorithms, raising
doubts about the dependability of such decision-making systems. As a result, there is a growing
interest in identifying the sources of bias in learning algorithms and developing bias-mitigation
techniques. The bias-mitigation algorithms aim to reduce the impact of sensitive data aspects on
eligibility choices. Sensitive features are private and protected features of a dataset, such as gender
of the person or race, that should not influence output eligibility decisions, i.e., the criteria that
determine whether or not an individual is qualified for a particular activity, such as lending or
hiring. Bias mitigation models are designed to make eligibility choices on dataset samples without
bias toward sensitive input data properties. The dataset distribution, which is a function of the
potential label and feature imbalance, the correlation of potentially sensitive features with other
features in the data, the distribution shift from training to the development phase, and other factors,
determines the difficulty of bias-mitigation tasks. Without evaluating bias-mitigation models in
various challenging setups, the merits of deep learning approaches to these tasks remain unclear.
As aresult, a systematic analysis is required to compare different bias-mitigation procedures using
various fairness criteria to ensure that the final results are replicated. In order to do so, this thesis
offers a single paradigm for comparing bias-mitigation methods. To better understand how these
methods work, we compare alternative fairness algorithms trained with deep neural networks on a
common synthetic dataset and a real-world dataset. We train around 3000 distinct models in various
setups, including imbalanced and correlated data configurations, to validate the present models’
limits and better understand which setups are prone to failure. Our findings show that as datasets
become more imbalanced or dataset attributes become more correlated, model bias increases, the
dominance of correlated sensitive dataset features influence bias, and sensitive data remains in the
latent representation even after bias-mitigation algorithms are applied. In summary, we present a
dataset, propose multiple challenging assessment scenarios, rigorously analyse recent promising
bias-mitigation techniques in a common framework, and openly disclose this benchmark as an entry

point for fair deep learning.



Keywords: Fairness in machine learning, Bias mitigation, Representation learning, Fairness model

evaluation, Fair deep learning, Adversarial fairness
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Each plot depicts correlation of one dataset attribute with fairness metrics for one setting and one
dataset in Section 3. On the Adult dataset, we depict the correlation of age-ratio with fairness
metrics as this attribute has been the sensitive feature that is changed in the experiments. On
CI-MNIST , in Settings 1 and 2, we depict clr-ratio, and in Settings 3 and 4, we show pos-ratio,
hence showing only the feature that is changed from the balanced case. Note that contrary to
other cases, in Setting 3 pos-ratio is not the sensitive attribute, and background is the sensitive
attribute. We plot the absolute Spearman correlation metric, where we use absolute difference
of the dataset attribute from the balanced case (0.5) as input to the Spearman function. This is
because numbers 1 and O have a similar meaning as they are equally away from the balanced
case. Finally, we report absolute averaged correlation values over all instances. Values range in
[0, 1], where one indicates maximum correlation. Almost all bias-mitigation models suffer from

not mitigating the strong correlation between the overall accuracy and the sensitive attribute.
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Liste des sigles et des abréviations

ML

DL

MLP

NN

CNN

FC

LRELU

MNIST

CI-MNIST

VAE

GAN

Machine Learning

Deep Learning

Multi-Layer Perceptron

Neural Network

Convolutional Neural Network

Fully Connnected Network

Leaky Rectified Linear Unit

Modified National Institute of Standards and Technology

Correlated and Imbalanced MNIST

Variational Auto-Encoder

Generative Adversarial Networks



LAFTR

CFAIR

FFVAE

BER

DP

EqOdd

EqOpp

Learning Adversarially Fair and Transferable Represen-

tations

Conditional Learning of Fair Representations

Flexibly Fair VAE

Balanced Error Rate

Demographic Parity

Equality of Odds

Equality of Opportunity
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Chapter 1

Introduction

Deep Learning (DL) (Goodfellow et al., 2016) has been immensely successful in achieving ground-
breaking performance across a wide range of Machine Learning (ML) (Mitchell et al., 1997) tasks
including image classification (Simonyan and Zisserman, 2015, He et al., 2015), language mod-
elling (Mikolov et al., 2013, Vaswani et al., 2017, Devlin et al., 2019), speech processing (Hinton
et al., 2012), and object recognition (Krizhevsky et al., 2012). The success of DL models and
their quick adoption in many application domains, particularly those involving decision-making
using the predictions of these models, has raised questions about the fairness of these models when
deployed in the real world. Recent studies (Agrawal et al., 2018, Kay et al., 2015, Lu et al., 2020,
Buolamwini and Gebru, 2018, Madras et al., 2018, Zhao et al., 2020, Creager et al., 2019, Zhang
et al., 2018) have highlighted the biases encoded by representation learning algorithms and have
questioned the reliability of such approaches to make decisions.

Therefore, this thesis aims to provide a unified framework to benchmark bias-mitigation ap-
proaches and perform an in-depth analysis of existing methods leveraging the proposed framework.
Using this framework, DL approaches can be rigorously tested for biases before being deployed in

various target domains.

1.1. Machine Learning

In the words of Tom Mitchell, Professor at CMU (Mitchell et al., 1997), ML is the study of
computer algorithms that improve automatically through experience.

The learning step of ML usually proceeds through one of three broad types: Supervised
Learning, Unsupervised Learning, and Reinforcement Learning. The critical difference between the
approaches is that supervised learning uses labeled data to help predict outcomes while unsupervised
and reinforcement learning does not. However, there are nuances between the three approaches and

critical areas in which one outperforms the other.



1.1.1. Supervised Learning

Supervised learning (Mitchell et al., 1997) is a machine learning method that uses dataset labels.
These datasets are used to train or "supervise" algorithms so that they can accurately identify data
or predict outcomes. Labels refer to the value being predicted by the models. The model tests
its accuracy and learns over time using inputs and outputs. The domain of supervised learning is
further divided into two subcategories based on the nature of the tasks:

(1) Classification problems, as the name suggests, deal with identifying given data to one of
the predetermined dataset labels. They employ an algorithm to assign test data into certain
categories accurately. Such supervised learning algorithms, for example, can be employed
in the real world to classify whether a patient has a disease or not. Classification methods
include linear classifiers, support vector machines, decision trees, and random forests.

(2) Regression is another form of supervised learning method which employs an algorithm to
deduce the relationship between dependent and independent variables. They can be thought
of as function approximators. Regression models help forecast numerical values based on
various data sources, such as sales revenue estimates for a particular company. Linear
regression, logistic regression, and polynomial regression are some popular regression

algorithms.

1.1.2. Unsupervised Learning

Unsupervised learning (Mitchell et al., 1997) analyses and learns patterns from unlabeled data
sets using machine learning methods. The lack of human supervision for data tagging makes
them unsupervised. These strategies aim to drive the machine to develop a compact internal
picture of its surroundings through mimicry, a basic form of human learning and then generate
imaginative content from it. Unsupervised learning is mainly used for clustering, association, and
dimensionality reduction tasks.

(1) Clustering is a data mining technique that groups unlabeled data into groups based on
similarities and differences. K-means clustering algorithms, for example, divide related
data points into groups, with the K value indicating the size and granularity of the grouping.
This method is useful for market segmentation, image compression, and other applications.

(2) Association is another form of unsupervised learning method, which employs several rules
to discover relationships between variables in a dataset. These techniques are commonly
employed in market basket analysis and recommendation engines, such as Customers who

bought this item also bought suggestions.



(3) Dimensionality Reduction is utilised when the number of features (or dimensions) in a
dataset is too large. It keeps the data integrity while reducing the amount of data inputs
to a tolerable size. This technique is frequently employed in the data preprocessing stage.
One example would be autoencoders eliminating noise from visual data to improve picture

quality.

1.1.3. Reinforcement Learning

Reinforcement learning (Sutton and Barto, 2005) is the training of machine learning models
to make a sequence of decisions. The agent learns to achieve a goal in an uncertain, potentially
complex environment. In reinforcement learning, artificial intelligence faces a game-like situation.
The computer employs trial and error to devise a solution to the problem. To get the machine to
do what the programmer wants, the artificial intelligence gets either rewards or penalties for the

actions it performs. Its goal is to maximize the total reward.

1.1.4. Comparing Machine Learning Algorithms

In Supervised Learning, the algorithm /earns from the training dataset by iteratively making
predictions on the data and adjusting for the correct answer. While supervised learning models
are more accurate than unsupervised and reinforcement learning models, they necessitate human
interaction to label all the data correctly. On the other hand, unsupervised learning models uncover
unlabeled data’s structure. Reinforcement learning models function independently to discover a
similar structure but optimize for a goal by experimenting with multiple paths. It’s worth noting,
however, that even for unsupervised learning and reinforcement learning, validating output variables
and rules of optimization still necessitates human intervention.

The use of labelled data has generally proved beneficial for model accuracy. But acquisition,
cleaning, and labeling of datasets might not be practical and even feasible in some cases. This
is where semi-supervised methods come in handy. These methods utilize a small-sized labeled
dataset and a significantly larger unlabelled dataset.

In this thesis, we focus on the supervised learning problem in a classification setup of predicting
the output decision eligibility, which is a binary O or 1 label in our setup. The eligibility is the
criteria that makes an individual qualified or unqualified for a given task, such as providing loans

or hiring.



1.2. Deep Learning

Deep Learning (DL) (Goodfellow et al., 2016) is a relatively recent paradigm within ML. It
enables data representation and hierarchical learning through some sequential layers of abstraction.
DL models learn to extract relationships from raw data using Neural Networks (McCulloch and
Pitts, 1943). Neural Networks can learn these relationships from the expected outputs and correct
their predictions based on the backward propagation algorithm (Kelley, 1960). This has paved
the way for DL to be used to develop a broader set of techniques for representation learning, i.e.,

automatically extracting features and variable inter-relationships from raw data.

1.3. Representation Learning

Representation learning is about learning representations of the data that make it easier to
extract useful information when building classifiers or other predictors (Bengio et al., 2013). In
the case of probabilistic models, a good representation often captures the posterior distribution of
the underlying explanatory factors for the observed input. A good representation is also useful as
input to a supervised predictor. These representations have reduced the need for manual feature
engineering, a necessary component in traditional ML systems. As a result, DL models have been
able to outperform classical ML models in many complex tasks, particularly in the computer vision

domain.

1.4. Bias in Representation Learning

Recent studies (Agrawal et al., 2018, Kay et al., 2015, Lu et al., 2020, Buolamwini and Gebru,
2018, Madras et al., 2018, Zhao et al., 2020, Creager et al., 2019, Zhang et al., 2018) have
highlighted the biases encoded by representation learning algorithms and have questioned the
reliability of such approaches in making decisions. For example, (Cohen et al., 2018) outline the
biases exhibited by learning algorithms whose goal is to match the data distribution in an adversarial
setting, by demonstrating how biases in the input data distributions can lead to domain translation
models such as CycleGANs (Zhu et al., 2017), pix2pix (Isola et al., 2016) hallucinating image
features that never existed in the original image. This problem of bias extends beyond the field of
image translation. Similar findings have been revealed in the context of visual question answering
(Agrawal et al., 2018), image search tasks (Kay et al., 2015), language models (Lu et al., 2020)
and gender classification (Buolamwini and Gebru, 2018). As a result, there is increasing interest in
understanding the sources of bias in learning algorithms and developing bias-mitigation strategies.

There is increasing literature studying how biased datasets can bias learning algorithms to
discriminate (Cohen et al., 2018, Agrawal et al., 2018, Madras et al., 2018, Zhao et al., 2020,



Bolukbasi et al., 2016, Mehrabi et al., 2019b, Hooker, 2021). While some approaches focus on
developing an objective for fair prediction (Madras et al., 2018), some concentrate on developing
restrictions on the architecture to prevent the model’s reliance on priors (Agrawal et al., 2018).
Some approaches tweaked the algorithms for learning compact representations of datasets that
allowed the prediction to be flexibly fair (Creager et al., 2019).

These recent approaches to bias mitigation (Madras et al., 2018, Zhao et al., 2020, Creager
etal., 2019, Zhang et al., 2018) focus on designing models that better fulfill specific fairness criteria
while maintaining the model’s performance.

These studies have led researchers to propose new evaluation tools and datasets (Buolamwini
and Gebru, 2018, Hardt et al., 2016a, Jones et al., 2020, Kusner et al., 2017, Dwork et al., 2012,
Bellamy et al., 2018a) to identify potential error rate gaps among different sub-groups in data.

1.5. Bias-Mitigation Algorithms

The goal of bias-mitigation algorithms is to mitigate the influence of sensitive data features on
the made eligibility decisions. Sensitive features are private and protected features of a dataset,
such as gender or race, which should not affect output decisions of eligibility. Eligibility is the
criteria that make an individual qualified or unqualified for a given task, such as providing loans or
hiring. Bias mitigation models aim at making eligibility decisions on dataset samples without bias
towards the input data’s sensitive attributes.

The difficulty of bias-mitigation tasks is often determined by the dataset distribution, which
in turn, is a function of the potential label and feature imbalance, the correlation of potentially
sensitive features with other features in the data, and the perhaps inevitable distribution shift from
training to the development phase, to name a few. We argue that their merits remain unclear without
evaluating bias-mitigation models in various challenging setups.

In addition to the challenges associated with each dataset and task, the current state of the bias-
mitigation literature hinders method comparisons due to inconsistencies in the experimentation and
dataset setups.

Given the importance of proposed algorithms and possibly tangible adverse effects when in
production, we advocate for a rigorous and unified evaluation protocol to assess their capabili-
ties. We argue the need for a systematic analysis that would benchmark different bias-mitigation
approaches under the perspective of varying fairness metrics to ensure replication of concluded
results. This would help elucidate the most promising research contributions and possible future

avenues to GXPIOI' c.



1.6. Issues with Bias-Mitigation Algorithms

To evaluate bias-mitigation models, some contributions have emerged to probe ML systems
at different levels and reduce discrimination from the perspective of modeling. (Friedler et al.,
2019) assess the fairness of pre-processing, in-processing, and post-processing ML approaches.
(Verma and Rubin, 2018a) evaluate how fair an off-the-shelf logistic regression model is, given a
set of fairness metric definitions. Contrary to these works, we consider DL-based bias-mitigation
models. In particular, due to the popularity and further usage of in-processing adversarial methods,
we take some promising approaches from this category and assess their merits in challenging
setups. (Du et al., 2020) provide a review of sources of bias in DL models and different approaches
applied to them; however, they do not evaluate and contrast models experimentally. To the best
of our knowledge, we provide the first benchmark to systematically compare DL-based bias-
mitigation approaches in varied and increasingly challenging scenarios, particularly in imbalanced
and correlated dataset setups, to bring further insights into the working of bias-mitigation methods
and propose new frameworks for evaluating them.

Given the importance of bias-mitigation approaches and the severe implications of their misuse,
we intentionally try to push these models to their breaking point by creating various challenging
datasets. We make the following observations through extensive experiments:

(1) When the correlation between the eligibility and the sensitive attribute in the training data
increases, models tend to exploit it and become more biased in their predictions. These
biases are further accentuated as the sensitive features become more predominant.

(2) When a group is under-represented, bias can arise due to imbalance or scarceness of the data,
both of which affect existing models in different ways. Moreover, as the under-represented
group becomes proportionally more imbalanced, the models act more biased.

(3) Bias-mitigation models do not completely remove sensitive information from their latent
representations. Instead, they successfully reduce the bias in their results by designing loss
functions that balance different subgroups.

(4) The robustness to random seeds is model dependent, with some models exhibiting high
variance in their results, making the choice of random seed a source of potential bias.

1.7. Contributions

We start with introducing a synthetic dataset that facilitates creating challenging scenarios by
controlling data imbalance or correlation among eligibility and sensitive or non-sensitive attributes.
Contrary to real datasets, where the different components of data generation cannot be controlled

independently, this synthetic dataset enables the soft modification of dataset characteristics, by



changing one component and keeping all others unchanged, which in turn allows the study of
different sources and levels of bias in the data. We also consider a real and commonly used dataset,
the Adult dataset (Dua and Graff, 2017), to investigate the impact of our settings on real data. The
Adult dataset, also known as the Census Income dataset, aims to predict whether an individual’s
income exceeds $50k/year based on census data, such as age, sex, work, race, etc. In this case,
We adapt the dataset characteristics by altering the binarization process of its sensitive attributes,
obtaining variations of the data reminiscent of those explored in the synthetic dataset we introduced.

We then provide an in-depth analysis of baselines and recent bias-mitigation models, leveraging
both datasets mentioned above. In particular, we evaluate three promising bias-mitigation models —
and seven variants — together with two baseline models. The analysis is performed by considering
a unified set of fairness metrics and reporting results by carrying extensive hyper-parameter search
in all cases, ensuring that conclusions can be attributed to modeling or loss choices. In doing
so, we train about 3000 models in increasingly difficult scenarios. We transition from balanced
dataset setups towards challenging imbalanced and correlated setups, where the eligibility criterion
is correlated with sensitive or non-sensitive attributes.

To summarize, We make the following contributions:

e We provide a dataset with controllable sets of features and correlation levels to facilitate
research in bias mitigation in a wide range of scenarios.

e We propose challenging test setups to evaluate bias-mitigation models by considering
increasingly imbalanced and correlated scenarios and performing a rigorous analysis of
existing methods, showing there remains much room for improvement.

e We release a benchmarking codebase composed of seven state-of-the-art models and two

baselines to the community for reproducible evaluation of bias-mitigation algorithms.

1.8. Publication

Benchmarking Bias Mitigation Algorithms in Representation Learning through Fairness Metrics
Charan Reddy, Deepak Sharma, Soroush Mehri, Adriana Romero, Samira Shabanian, and Sina
Honari. In Proceedings of the Neural Information Processing Systems (NeurIPS) Track on Datasets
and Benchmarks, Volume 1, 2021.

Contributions
e I came up with the idea when I started collaborating with Microsoft Research. Prof.
Sarath Chandar provided significant support, gave me full freedom to pursue the idea, and

encouraged me during the entire process.



e Experiment setups and analysis were designed by me and with valuable feedback from
Samira Shabanian and Sina Honari.

e [ wrote all the code for algorithms, performed experiments, and reported results in the
published paper and the thesis.

e Deepak Sharma and Soroush Mehri helped me in running some experiments.

e [ also wrote the entire paper with valuable help from Adriana Romero-Soriano, Samira
Shabanian, and Sina Honari.

e In the entirety, I have contributed nearly all of the work from the start of the project to the

publication and presented the work at NeurIPS.

Affliations of the authors
e Charan Reddy: Mila - Quebec Al Institute, Université de Montréal.
e Deepak Sharma: Mila - Quebec Al Institute, McGill University.
e Soroush Mehri: Microsoft Research Montreal.
e Adriana Romero-Soriano: Facebook Al Research Montreal, McGill University.
e Samira Shabanian: Microsoft Research Montreal.
e Sina Honari: Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL).

1.9. Thesis Layout

The rest of the thesis is divided into four different chapters. In Chapter 2, we introduce some
of the relevant background concepts and related works. In Chapter 3, we explain the methodology
of our proposed benchmark. In Chapter 4, we explain in great detail the experiments we perform.
Finally, in Chapter 5, we list certain limitations of the proposed method and conclude the thesis.

It is noteworthy that our analysis is not to undermine the effectiveness of any bias-mitigation
method but instead to set the expectations and boundaries for different use cases and encourage the

community to investigate models under more extensive scenarios.



Chapter 2

Background

In this chapter, we review several key concepts required to understand the key contributions of this
work. We first explore the necessity and development of fairness metrics [2.2] in machine learning
and deep learning. Next, we define metrics that we use for our benchmark. We then explore the
literature of ML and DL models used for bias-mitigation [2.5]. Finally, we describe the working of

the models used in our evaluations in detail.

2.1. Introduction to Fairness

Recent studies, such as (Agrawal et al., 2018, Kay et al., 2015, Lu et al., 2020, Buolamwini
and Gebru, 2018, Madras et al., 2018, Zhao et al., 2020, Creager et al., 2019, Zhang et al., 2018),
have exposed the biases incorporated by representation learning algorithms and called into doubt
the validity of such decision-making systems. Bias in data can show up in several forms. The most
common ones are:

(1) Historical bias is a type of prejudice that already exists in the world and has infiltrated our
data. Even in ideal sampling contexts and feature selection, this bias can exist, and it is
more common in populations that have been historically disadvantaged or excluded.

(2) Representation bias occurs due to how we define and sample a population to produce a
dataset. For example, datasets acquired using smartphone apps are a type of representation
bias, as they may underrepresent lower-income or older age demographics.

(3) Measurement bias occurs when choosing or gathering features or labels to employ in
prediction models. Easy-to-find data is frequently a noisy proxy for the underlying traits
or labels of interest. Furthermore, measuring methods and data quality varies widely
amongst groups. As Artificial Intelligence (Al) is utilised for additional applications, such
as predictive policing, this bias has the potential to have a significant negative influence on
people’s lives.

For example, (Cohen et al., 2018) show how biases in the input data distributions can lead

to domain translation models like CycleGANs (Zhu et al., 2017), pix2pix (Isola et al., 2016)



hallucinating image features that never existed in the original image. Bias is a problem that isn’t
limited to image translation, in the context of visual question answering (Agrawal et al., 2018),
image search tasks (Kay et al., 2015), language models (Lu et al., 2020) and gender classification
(Buolamwini and Gebru, 2018), similar findings have been discovered.

Even if we have perfect data, our modeling methods can introduce bias (Suresh and Guttag,
2021). The most common ways for those biases are:

(1) Evaluation Bias develops during the iteration and evaluation of a model. A model’s

quality is generally tested against specific standards, but it is optimised using training data.
Biases can be seen when these benchmarks don’t represent the broader population or aren’t
appropriate for how the model will be used.

(2) Aggregation bias occurs when different populations are incorrectly mixed during model
creation. Many Al applications have a heterogeneous population of interest, and a single
model is unlikely to satisfy all groups.

Even if our model makes accurate predictions, a human reviewer’s biases can be introduced while
deciding whether to accept or dismiss a model’s prediction. A human reviewer, for example, may
override a correct model prediction due to their own systemic bias.

As a result, there is increasing interest in understanding the sources of bias in learning
algorithms and developing bias-mitigation strategies (Madras et al., 2018, Zhao et al., 2020,
Creager et al., 2019, Zhang et al., 2018).

There is a growing body of knowledge about how biased datasets might cause learning systems
to discriminate incorrectly (Cohen et al., 2018, Agrawal et al., 2018, Madras et al., 2018, Zhao
et al., 2020, Bolukbasi et al., 2016, Mehrabi et al., 2019b, Hooker, 2021). These recent studies have
led researchers to propose new evaluation tools and datasets (Buolamwini and Gebru, 2018, Hardt
et al., 2016a, Jones et al., 2020, Kusner et al., 2017, Dwork et al., 2012, Bellamy et al., 2018a), to
identify potential error rate gaps among different groups in ML. For example, when CycleGANs
were trained to transform MRI images from Flair to T1 types, models had a bias to remove tumors
because the target distribution did not have any tumor examples, so the transformation was forced to
remove tumors in order to match the target distribution. Using these translated images for medical
diagnostic purposes can naturally lead to misdiagnosis of medical conditions.

2.2. Fairness Metrics

We must first quantify fairness to measure and improve the fairness of ML or DL models.
Fairness metrics are used to measure and assess the bias tendencies in models, for both comparisons

across models and for steadily improving the performance of models concerning fairness.
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In recent literature (Gajane, 2017, Verma and Rubin, 2018b, Barocas et al., 2019), a large
number of metrics have been proposed, and this is not a failing of the literature but is more a
reflection of the multi-faceted nature of the concept of fairness itself. The differences stem from
different intuitions among researchers as to the notion of "unfair decisions." While definitions differ
on several points, they largely agree on describing bias or unfair decision-making as a tendency to
prejudge candidates based on sensitive attributes like age, gender, race, etc. This section provides
a brief overview of the potential reasons for bias in ML and DL systems and some of the most

common fairness metrics (Barocas et al., 2019) used to benchmark both ML and DL models.

Unawareness Unawareness is a relatively straightforward metric that does not include the sensitive
attribute as a feature in the training data. This metric is based on the idea of addressing disparate
treatment. A decision-making process is said to suffer from disparate treatment if it’s decisions are
even partly based on the values of sensitive attributes. The fundamental limitation of the metric is
that in practice, there are usually additional features in the dataset that are not explicitly identified
as sensitive outputs. Yet, they serve as proxies of the sensitive attributes. Hence this measure is

typically not sufficient to address bias.

Individual fairness Individual fairness is a relatively different notion; unlike group-based fairness,
it is individual-based. It was first proposed in Fairness Through Awareness (Dwork et al., 2012),
highlighting that individuals should be treated similarly.

Denote O to be a measurable space and A(O) to be the space of the distribution over O. Denote
M : X — A(O) to be a map of each individual to distribution of outcomes. The formulation is
then: D(M(X), M(X")) < d(X, X'), where X, X’ € R? are two input feature vectors, and D and
d are two metric functions on the input space and the output space respectively. The formulation
assures that if two vectors X, X’ are closer in the input space, then their corresponding outputs
M (X), M(X') are closer in the output space.

Predictive Rate Parity (PRP) Predictive Rate Parity, also called Sufficiency (Zafar et al., 2017b)
is defined as Y is independent of S, conditional on Y (where Y is the eligibility criteria, Y is the
model prediction and S is the sensitive attribute). This is equivalent to satisfying both Positive
Predictive Parity (PPP) and Negative Predictive Parity (NPP).

Appp =1—P[Y =1|Y = 1,8 = Unprotected] — P[Y = 1|Y = 1,S = Protected], (2.2.1)

Anpp=1—P[Y =0|Y =0,S = Unprotected] — P[Y = 0]Y =0, S = Protected]. (2.2.2)
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Demographic Parity (DP) Demographic Parity requires that each segment of a sensitive attribute
(e.g. gender) should be assigned a positive eligibility outcome at an equal rate as any other segment
within the class. Formally, we define Demographic Parity as follows (where Y is the model
prediction and S is the sensitive attribute) -

App=1—|p(Y =1|S = Protected) — p(Y = 1|S = Unprotected)|. (2.2.3)

Higher App is better, i.e., fairer. When App = 1, then we say that fairness has been achieved with
respect to the sensitive attribute S. However, this metric does not take into account the predictive
performance of the model on the protected class, i.e., a model can achieve a high App even by
predicting Y = 1 for random instances of the protected and unprotected classes, not just the correct
instances.

Equality of Opportunity (EqOpp) (Hardt et al., 2016b) Given Y is the model prediction, S is
the sensitive attribute, and Y is the target variable, a binary predictor Y is said to satisfy Equal

Opportunity with respect to sensitive attribute S if -

EqOppl =1—P[Y =1|Y = 1,8 = Unprotected) — P[Y = 1|Y =1, S = Protected], (2.2.4)

EqOpp0 = 1—P[Y = 1|Y = 0,5 = Unprotected]— P[Y = 1|Y = 0, S = Protected]. (2.2.5)

Equality of Odds (EqOdd) (Hardt et al., 2016b) Equality of Odds is defined as the summation of
EqOppl which is the Equality of Opportunity w.r.t Y = 1 and EqOpp0 which is the Equality of
Opportunity w.r.t Y =0 -

EqOdd = 0.5 x (EqOpp0 + EqOppl). (2.2.6)

Table 2.1. X,Y, S denote the input, label, and the sensitive attribute. Y and p are the model’s prediction and the
output probability of the model. For all metrics, 1 indicates the perfect and 0 the lowest value.

Fairness Criteria Formulation Short form
Demographic Parity 1 —|p(Y =1|S = Protected) — p(Y = 1|S = Unprotected)| DP
Equality of Opportunity (w.r.ty = 1) | 1 — |p(Y = 1]Y =1, S = Unprotected) — p(Y = 1|Y = 1, S = Protected)| | EqOppl
Equality of Opportunity (w.r.ty =0) | 1 — [p(Y = 1|Y = 0,.S = Unprotected) — p(Y = 1|Y = 0, S = Protected)| | EqOpp0

Equality of Odds 0.5 x [EqOpp0 + EqOppl] EqOdd
unprotected-accuracy p(Y =y|Y =y, S = Unprotected) up-acc
protected-accuracy p(Y =y|Y =y, S = Protected) p-acc
accuracy 0.5 x [up-acc + p-acc] acc
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Table 2.2. Fairness metrics. X, Y, S denote respectively the input sample, the ground truth label, and the
sensitive attribute. p is the output probability of the model and Y is the model’s prediction. For the metrics
presented in this table, the sensitive attribute S takes binary values in {0, 1}.

Fairness Criteria Definition Abbreviation
Group conditioned s-accuracy 1)(37 =ylY =y,5=5s) s-accuracy
s-True positive ((Verma and Rubin, 2018a)) [{zlg = 1for (z,y =1,8 = s) € X}| s-TP
where | - | refers to cardinality of a set
s-False positive ((Verma and Rubin, 2018a)) \{1\& = 1for (z,y=0,5 = 5) € X}| s-FP
where | - | refers to cardinality of a set
s-False negative ((Verma and Rubin, 2018a)) ‘{17‘37 =0for(z,y=1,5= 3) € X}| s-FN
where | - | refers to cardinality of a set
. . ] ) ] {z|g = 0 for (z,y = 0,5 =s) € X}| y
s-True negative ((Verma and Rubin, 2018a)) where ‘ . | refers to cardinality of a set s-TN
s-True positive rate (Friedier etal., 2019) > _ 10— 5
= s-positive predictive value (s-PPV) Y =1y =1,5=s) sTPR
s-True negative rate p(Y =0]Y =0,5 =) s-TNR
Blen i p(Y =1y =0,5 =) g
s-False positive rate cquivalent to 1 — s-TNR s-FPR
p(Y=0Y =1,5=5)
s-False negative rate equivalent to 1 — s-TPR s-FNR
o 0.5 [p(Y =1y =1, =) +p(Y =0]Y = 0,5 = 5)]
-Bal lassifi ’ ’ 5-BCR
s-Balanced classification rate equivalent to 0.5 (s-TPR + s-TNR ) s-BC
Equality of odds (Hardt et al., 2016¢) & (Beutel etal., 2017)) ) p(YA: 9V =y) =p(Y = gj\YA: Y, 5 =s)
= Equalized odds (Hardt etal., 2016c)) equivalent to {P(Y =1y =18=1)=p(Y =1y =1,5=0) and
= conditional procedure accuracy equality (Berk etal., 2018)) p(f/ =1y =0,5=1)= p(f/ =1y =0,5= 0)} )
= dlsparale mistreatment ((Zafar et al., 2017b)) equiva]en tto [ 1-TPR = 0-TPR and 0-TNR = 1-TNR ]
s-calibration+ ((Friedler et al., 2019)) p(Y =1V =1,5 = s) -
s-calibration— ((Friedler etal., 2019) p(Y =1V =0,5=5) -
[p(Y 1Y =1,5=1)=p(Y =1]V =1,5 = 0) and
Conditional use accuracy equality (Berk et al., 2018)) . . -
Y quAttly (Berker p(Y =0[Y =0,5=1) = p(y = 0] =0,5 =0)]
equivalent to [0-calibration+ = 1-calibration+ and 0-calibration— = 1-calibration—]
Calders and Verwer ((Calders and Verwer, 2010a)) 1— [p(f/ =1S=1)— p(Y =1|5 #1)] CcV
Demographic parity ((Hardt et al., 2016¢) & (Beutel et al., 2017)) -, -,
= Grofp girnepss ((nym,.kd; :.r[;mz), ’ e p(Y) =p(Yl5)
= statistical parity (Dwork (”I 2012)) equivalent to 1-CV bp
= work et al., 2 . > %
= equal acceptance rate (Zliobaite, 2015)) equivalent to p(Y' = 1|5 = 1) = p(¥ = 1|5 # 1)
Disparate Impact ((Feldman et al., 2015) & (Zafar et al., 2017a)) % DI
p(Y =gy =y)=p(Y =Y =y,8 =5)
Equality of opportunity with respect to y (Hardt et al., 2016¢)) Equality of odds is stronger than equality of opportunity -
p(Y =1y =0,S=1)=p(Y =1]Y =0,5=0)
False positive error rate balance ((Chouldechova, 2017)) equivalent to p(f/ =0y =0,S=1) = p(Y =0y =0,5=0)
= predictive equality((Corbett-Davies et al., 2017)) equivalent to I-TNR = 0-TNR }
equivalent to [Equality of opportunity with respect to y = 0]
p(Y =0y =1,S=1)=p(Y =0]Y =1,5=0)
False negative error rate balance ((Chouldechova, 2017)) equivalent to p(Y =1y=18=1)= p(Y =1y =1,5=0) ~
= equal opportunity ((Kusner et al., 2017) & (Hardt et al., 2016c)) equivalent to 1-TPR = 0-TPR
equivalent to [Equality of opportunity with respect to y = 1]
. : TPxTN-FPxFN
Matthews correlation coefficient /TP TP, (TP FN (TN FP TN, TN, McCC

In this thesis, we use Demographic Parity (DP), Equality of Opportunity for label classes y
equal to 0 and 1 (EqOpp0 and EqOpp1), Equality of Odds (EqOdd), and label accuracy (acc) in
our experiments to evaluate the following bias-mitigation strategies: Learning adversarially fair
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and transferable representations (Laftr) (Madras et al., 2018), Conditional learning of fair repre-
sentations (Cfair) (Zhao et al., 2020), and Flexibly fair representation learning by disentanglement
(Ffvae) (Creager et al., 2019). Table 2.1 presents all fairness metrics and their mathematical
formulations used in our evaluations. In Table 2.2, we offer the comprehensive list of fairness
metrics taken from the literature, along with their mathematical definitions and abbreviations. In
the code-base we released, all these metrics are provided and can be used for evaluation. We use

the tool proposed in (Friedler et al., 2019) to compute all of these metrics.

2.3. Bias-Mitigation Methods in Machine Learning

In recent years, there has been a great use of Machine Learning (ML) for a wide range of
applications which routinely deal with sensitive attributes such as financial lending (Byanjankar
et al., 2015, Malekipirbazari and Aksakalli, 2015), hiring (Hoffman et al., 2018, Bogen and Rieke,
2018), health care (Kourou etal., 2015), education (Oneto et al., 2017, Papamitsiou and Economides,
2014), etc. With this, proportionally, there has been an increase in bias based on sensitive attributes
such as race, gender, disabilities, sexual orientation, etc. (Agrawal et al., 2018, Kay et al., 2015, Lu
et al., 2020, Buolamwini and Gebru, 2018, Madras et al., 2018, Zhao et al., 2020, Creager et al.,
2019, Zhang et al., 2018). As aresult, several methods have been developed to identify, quantify and
minimize this unfairness/bias (Oneto and Chiappa, 2020, Mehrabi et al., 2019¢, Awasthi et al., 2021,
Caton and Haas, 2020, Yu et al., 2021). In this section we elaborate on some of the bias-mitigation
models and approaches applied in the context of ML tasks.

Bias-mitigation algorithms can be sub-divided into the following three categories as seen below.
Figure 2.1 dicusses the three categories in a standard ML pipeline,

e Pre-processing techniques, that address biases in the data to reduce innate unfairness in the
data itself (Bellamy et al., 2018b, d’ Alessandro et al., 2017, Brunet et al., 2018, Kamiran
and Calders, 2011, Calmon et al., 2017). Pre-processing techniques include reweighting of
training samples (Kamiran and Calders, 2011), editing features and labels (Calmon et al.,
2017), resampling datasets (Chawla et al., 2002). For example, pre-processing techniques
are used in (Brunet et al., 2018) to identify and reduce bias in word embeddings trained on
large unsupervised corpora.

e In-processing techniques remove sensitive information from the learned representation
space (Madras et al., 2018, Zhao et al., 2020, Creager et al., 2019, Zhang et al., 2018, Jiang
etal., 2019, Zemel et al., 2013, Louizos et al., 2016, Trauble et al., 2020, Beutel et al., 2017,
Marx et al., 2019, Kim and Mnih, 2018, Chen et al., 2018, Locatello et al., 2019, Louppe
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et al., 2017, Xie et al., 2017). Once an effective learning algorithm has been developed, it
is modified to eliminate biases during the model training process.

e Post-processing techniques calibrate predictions given sensitive attributes at inference time
(Hardt et al., 2016a, Zhao et al., 2017, Jiang et al., 2019). These methods are particularly
advantageous when dealing with large pre-trained models that cannot be re-trained to

eliminate biases.
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Fig. 2.1. Three categories of bias-mitigation algorithms in a standard ML pipeline

To address the biases, approaches have been suggested to modify algorithms for classification
(Huang and Vishnoi, 2020, Goel et al., 2018, Calders and Verwer, 2010b), regression (Berk
et al., 2017), clustering (Backurs et al., 2019), community detection (Mehrabi et al., 2019a),
dimensionality reduction (Samadi et al., 2018) etc. Due to the emergence of more in-processing
models in the deep learning community, we focus on this group of models, as bias-mitigation

algorithms are mainly applied directly to the learning models.

2.4. Bias-Mitigation Methods in Deep Learning

Deep learning approaches have become more popular in the fairness community. For example,
(Louizos et al., 2016) employ a deep variational autoencoder (Kingma and Welling, 2014) to learn
fair latent representations. At the same time, adversarial learning, introduced initially within the
framework of Generative Adversarial Networks (GANs) (Goodfellow et al., 2014), has also been
widely leveraged in the bias-mitigation literature (Madras et al., 2018, Zhao et al., 2020, Creager
et al., 2019, Zhang et al., 2018, Trduble et al., 2020, Beutel et al., 2017, Marx et al., 2019, Kim
and Mnih, 2018, Chen et al., 2018, Locatello et al., 2019, Louppe et al., 2017, Xie et al., 2017) to
make different groups indistinguishable from one another with respect to a sensitive attribute. Due
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to more widespread usage of adversarial approaches, we analyse this group of models. Adversarial
bias-mitigation techniques can be divided into approaches which: (i) seek to mitigate bias through
adversarial training directly applied on the class or target labels (Zhang et al., 2018), where the
class label is an indicator of eligibility; (ii) focus on mitigating bias through enforcing group
fairness on the learned latent space where the latent is directly used for classification of eligibility
(Madras et al., 2018, Zhao et al., 2020, Beutel et al., 2017, Louppe et al., 2017, Xie et al., 2017);
and (ii1) discard sensitive features for downstream tasks after disentangling the learned latent space
into sensitive and non-sensitive features (Creager et al., 2019, Trauble et al., 2020, Marx et al.,
2019). This line of research is motivated by the recent development in disentangled representation
learning (Louizos et al., 2016, Kim and Mnih, 2018, Chen et al., 2018, Locatello et al., 2019).

Multiple deep learning debiasing algorithms rely on adversarial techniques to mitigate bias with
respect to fairness metrics of interests (Madras et al., 2018, Beutel et al., 2017, Zhang et al., 2018,
Zhao et al., 2020, Creager et al., 2019).

2.5. Benchmarked biased-mitigation methods

We empirically analyze the performance of multi-layer perceptrons (MLPs) and Convolutional
Neural Networks (CNNs) as our baselines with, 1. Laftr model (Madras et al., 2018) which
explore adversarial learning to debias representations, 2. Cfair (Zhao et al., 2020) which performs
conditional alignment of representations to achieve a better accuracy-fairness trade-off, and, 3.
Ffvae (Creager et al., 2019) which disentangles sensitive attributes in the representations. In this

section, we give a brief overview of the aforementioned models.

Baseline Model. We use the multi-layered perceptrons (MLPs) and convolutional neural networks
(CNNs) as our baseline models, which given an input image z, predict the probability p of the
eligibility criteria. This probability is then transformed into a classification prediction §. These
models do not leverage any bias mitigation method and are trained using a standard cross-entropy
loss. It is meant to show how fair a baseline deep learning model would perform under different

fairness criteria.

Learning Adversarially Fair and Transferable Representations (Laftr). Laftr (Madras et al.,
2018) is an adversarial based bias mitigation algorithm within the scope of representation learning.

Generally, adversarial models have been leveraged to debias deep learning models. In (Zhang et al.,
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2018) discriminator is trained by minimizing the following objective function:
min E,,sepLs(D(C(z),y),s), (2.5.1)

where C : X — Y is a classifier, D is a discriminator, and Ls indicates the sensitive attribute’s
loss function, which compares the discriminator’s output D(C'(x),y) with the sensitive attribute
s as seen in Figure. 2.2. In the supervised version of Laftr, given an input z, it first learns a
latent encoded representation z that is passed to the discriminator to be debiased. The learned
representation is then passed to a classifier to predict the task of interest y. The discriminator is
trained by minimizing
Ly = EpysenLs(D(E(z),y), 5), (25.2)
where Ls is the adversarial loss, and y is only passed in debiasing models aimed for equality of
odds and equality of opportunity fairness metrics. The encoder and classifier are trained jointly by
minimizing
Lrasir = EyysenLy(C(2),y) — vL7L (2.5.3)

fair >

where z = F(z) is the encoded feature, passed to both the classifier C' and the discriminator D.
Laftr)
cl ’

and the second term (or the fairness objective) gets the adversarial gradients from the discriminator

The first term on the right side of the equation measures the classification loss (denoted as £

regarding the sensitive attribute s. Following the original paper, four variants of Laftr model are

Laftr

considered that represent the desired fairness criteria via Ly,;,." . This includes:

(1) Laftr-DP in which the fairness objective is defined as

LEIm=1— 3 Euen,|D(2) — 8. (2.5.4)

s€{0,1}

(2) Laftr-EqOpp0 in which the fairness objective is considered as

Laftr
Limo=1— 3 Eoeny|D(2) = sl. (2.5.5)
s€{0,1},y=0
(3) Laftr-EqOppl whose fairness objective Eg‘;]ggpl is obtained by replacing y = 1 in Eq.

(2.5.5).

(4) Laftr-EqOdd with the equality of odds fairness objective denoted as L’é‘;’ggd which is the

Laftr Laftr
sum of Lz,0,,0 and Lz,0,1 -

Conditional Learning of Fair Representations (Cfair). Proposed by (Zhao et al., 2020), this
model as seen in Figure.2.3 leverages two adversarial networks hy and h;, predicting sensitive

attribute s respectively for class labels Y = 0 and Y = 1. Cfair depends on an objective function

17



Ly [ }Ls

Encoder (E)

v®<7 Classifier (C) 4—@—» Discriminator (D) —»@

Fig. 2.2. An illustration of learning adversarially fair representations (Laftr) model adapted from
(Madras et al., 2018). The variables are data X, latent representations Z, sensitive attributes S, and
labels Y. The Encoder F maps X to Z, the Classifier C' predicts Y’ from Z, and the Discriminator
D predicts S’ from Z. And Loss functions £y calculates classification and Lg calculates fairness
losses.

called the balanced error rate (BER) (Feldman et al., 2015, Menon and Williamson, 2018), which
guarantees small joint error across demographic groups. The BER represents the sum of false

positive rate and false negative rate. Therefore, it is equal to minimizing the below two conditional
errors. BERp(Y||Y) is defined as

BER, (YY) xx p(Y = 1Y = 0) + p(Y = 0]Y = 1). (2.5.6)

and BERp(S]|S) is defined similarly, where S is the predicted sensitive random variable. Cfair

is optimized based on the following min-max formulation.

L6 fasr = min max (BERp(C(E(X))[[Y) = vL5E"), (2.5.7)
where
LG — BERpy=o (ho(E(X))||S) + BERpy=1 (b (E(X))||S) . (2.5.8)

This approach proposes that using the balanced error rate along with the conditional alignment
helps in achieving equalized odds across the groups without impacting demographic parity.

Cfair-EO is a variant of the Cfair model, which considers Cross-Entropy loss instead of BER
loss for the classifier C' to achieve equalized odds. In case of equal target class distribution, Cfair
and Cfair-EO are the same.
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Fig. 2.3. Model for conditional learning of fair representations (Cfair) adapted from (Zhao et al.,
2020). The variables are data X, latent representations Z, sensitive attributes .S, and labels Y.
The Encoder E maps X to Z, the Classifier C' predicts Y’ from Z, and the Discriminator h and
hy predicts S” from Z for class labels Y'=0 and Y'=1 respectively. Loss function BER calculates
Balanced Error Rate between predicted and original variables.

Flexibly Fair Representation Learning by Disentanglement (Ffvae). Inspired by FactorVAE
(Kim and Mnih, 2018), Ffvae (Creager et al., 2019) performs disentanglement by factorizing latent
space as seen in Figure.2.4. It learns a disentangled representation of the inputs, which is flexibly
fair because it can be easily modified at test time to achieve demographic parity across various
groups.

Given z, s = (s1,...,8n), b = (b1,...,by), and z being respectively the input, the sensitive
attribute, the sensitive latent, and non-sensitive latent, with /N indicating the number of sensitive
or non-sensitive features (depending on the dataset), Ffvae trains an encoder ¢(z, b|z), a decoder
p(z|z,b), as well as an adversarial network. The latent representation is disentangled into sensitive
b and non sensitive z latent attributes by encouraging both MI(b, z) and MI (b;, s;) , Vi # j to be

low, where MI represents mutual information. Ffvae objective is defined as -

'CFfvae(pa q) = Eq(z,b\ac)[10gp(3j | 2y b) + Oélng(S ‘ b)]] - ,YDKL Z b Hq Hq
(2.5.9)
—Drr(q(z,b | w)llp(z, b)).

Eq.(2.5.9) has two terms, the first term consists of a reconstruction term (on left) and a predictiveness

term p(s | b), which aligns sensitive attributes to its respective sensitive latents, the second term is
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the disentanglement term which decorrelates the sensitive latent representation b from z using an

adversarial network.

y [LITTTTTIILIT]

target label
non-sensitive latents sensitive latents itive latent: b’ modified
hon-sensitive latents sensitive latents
2 LLLELLLLELLELELED e z (TTTTITLITT T
/ b sensitive latents
A
x [TTTTTTTTITITTITT] s (10 x [TTTITIIIITITI1]
non-sensitive observations sensitive observations

non-sensitive observations

Fig. 2.4. Model train and test setups for Flexibly Fair VAE (Ffvae) model adapted from (Creager
et al., 2019). The variables are data x, latent representations x, sensitive attributes s, sensitive
latents b, modified latents " and labels y. Ffvae learns the encoder distribution ¢(z,b | =) and
decoder distributions p(x | z,b), p(s | b) from inputs = and multiple sensitive attributes s. The
disentanglement prior structures the latent space by encouraging low M I(b;, s;)Vi # j and low
M1I(b, z) where M I(.) denotes mutual information. The Ffvae latent code [z, b] can be modified by
discarding or noising out sensitive dimensions b;, which yields a latent code [z, b'] independent of
groups and subgroups derived from sensitive attributes s;. A held out label y can then be predicted
with subgroup demographic parity.

In addition to the models mentioned above, we also did experiments with Mitigating Unwanted
Biases with Adversarial Learning (Mubal) model (Zhang et al., 2018) (based on the code released
by authors), however, the model was very unstable on our dataset configurations even after extensive
hyper-parameter search. We hypothesize that this is due to applying adversarial training directly to
the class labels, which makes the model unstable, as indicated by the authors in Figure. 2.5. Due

to unstable results, we dropped this model from our evaluation.
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Fig. 2.5. Model for Mitigating Unwanted Biases with Adversarial Learning (Mubal) adapted from
(Zhang et al., 2018). The variables are data X, latent representations Z, sensitive attributes .S, and
labels Y. The Classifier C' predicts Y’ from Z, and the Discriminator D predicts S’ from Y. And
Loss functions £y calculates classification and Ls calculates fairness losses.

21



Chapter 3

Proposed Benchmarking

In this work, we examine the performance of two baselines without a bias-mitigation learning
criteria: a multi-layer perceptron (MLP) and a convolutional neural network (CNN). These baselines
are compared to,

e Four variants of Learning adversarially fair and transferable representations (Laftr) (Madras
et al., 2018) 1.e., Laftr-DP, Laftr-EqOppl, Laftr-EqOpp0, and Laftr-EqOdd, which use
adversarial learning to achieve group fairness by leveraging different fairness criteria,

e Two variants of Conditional learning of fair representations (Cfair) (Zhao et al., 2020) i.e.,
Cfair and Cfair-EO, which perform conditional alignment of representations to achieve
accuracy-fairness trade-off, and lastly,

e Flexibly fair representation learning by disentanglement (Ffvae) (Creager et al., 2019),
which disentangles latent representations into sensitive and non-sensitive features.

For simplicity, we introduce the following shorthand notation. We denote by X C R? and
Y = {0,1} the set of inputs and outputs, respectively. Two sets of random variables X and Y take
associated values x € X and y € ). Variable y determines eligibility, and we denote the sensitive
binary variable by S taking values s € {0,1}. Moreover, p indicates the output probability of the
classifier as a real number and Y is the class predicted random variable based on p, which takes
values § € {0,1} using a threshold of 0.5. Furthermore, the term DY is the conditional distribution
of the joint distribution D over X x Y x S, givenY =y, S = s.

3.1. Datasets

In our evaluations and tests, we employ two datasets: a synthetic dataset to allow for controlled
data modification and generation, and a real dataset to ensure that the results gained are applicable
to real data.

CI-MNIST We created a variation of the MNIST dataset (LeCun and Cortes, 2010) in order

to test bias-mitigation algorithms in difficult settings and to be able to manage multiple dataset
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configurations, called Correlated and Imbalanced MNIST or in short CI-MNIST , where we intro-
duce different types of correlations between attributes, dataset features, and an artificial eligibility
criterion. For an input image x, the label y € {1,0} indicates eligibility or ineligibility, respectively,
given that x is even or odd. We define the background colors (bck) as the protected or sensitive
attribute s € {0,1}, where blue denotes the unprivileged group and red denotes the privileged
group.

The primary aim for employing this dataset is to replicate more connected and imbalanced
datasets by controlling different aspects of the data production process. We can analyse models in
setups with varying amounts of bias and measure their resilience this way.

To construct such difficult scenarios, we leverage the following dataset components in particular.

e clr-ratio: We represent it as (b, b,) pair and it is used to refer to the amount of images in
the dataset with blue backgrounds in (even, odd) classes as a percentage. When background
is used as a sensitive attribute, the pair (b.,b,) denotes the percentage of unprivileged
population in (eligible, ineligible) groups, as blue is used for unprivileged group and even
and odd indicate respectively eligibility and ineligibility. The rest of the digits in each
group have red backgrounds. Using this feature, one can control the correlation between
the sensitive attribute (background color) and the eligibility (being even or odd) or create
imbalanced datasets between under-represented and over-represented groups.

e pos-ratio: Denoted as ([, [,) pair where [, ([,) refers to the percentage of even (odd) digits
in the dataset with a small box in the top-left half of the image. The rest of the digits have
the box in the top-right half. Figure 3.1 depicts image samples with such small boxes.

Note that when pos-ratiois (1, 0) the small box is always on the top-left for even digits and always
on top-right for odd digits, so its location indicates the eligibility of the sample (being even or odd),
yielding the completely correlated setup. When the pos-ratio is (0.5, 0.5), the little box is on the
top-left of the image in 50% of the samples and on the top-right of the image in the remaining 50%
of the samples, resulting in a perfectly decorrelated configuration. In order to generate correlated
setups, one can manage the degree of correlation between eligibility and the position of the box
as a non-sensitive or sensitive property by transitioning between these two extreme examples.We
don’t use a correlation between the location of little boxes and the colour of the background.

While training sets can be imbalanced, we use a balanced test set, meaning clr-ratio=(0.5,
0.5) and pos-ratio=(0.5, 0.5) in order to evaluate results on balanced dataset sub-groups and ease
comparison between different setups.

Adult dataset. We use the Adult database (Dua and Graff, 2017) because of its widespread
use in the community to verify that the configurations examined on the proposed synthetic dataset
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carry over to more actual instances. (Madras et al., 2018, Zhao et al., 2020, Zhang et al., 2018).
The Adult dataset consists of 30,162 training and 15,060 testing samples of individuals with 112
features such as gender, age, and nationality. Given the features of an adult, the prediction task
is to determine whether the person makes over 50,000 (eligible) or not (ineligible). The binary
eligibility value y is defined by salary being over or less than 50,000.

To generate configurations on the Adult dataset with varying complexity, we consider various
thresholds to binarize the sensitive attribute age, which is a multi-valued sensitive attribute and
is often binarized (Zafar et al., 2017a, Kamiran and Calders, 2009, Zemel et al., 2013). Note that
we evaluate the aforementioned bias-mitigation approaches on a new Adult test set, which is a
subset of the Adult test set but balanced in terms of eligibility and sensitive attributes, similar to
our CI-MNIST . Our goal is to assess different possible configurations of a real-world dataset in
similar setups as the ones used in CI-MNIST .

e age-ratio: Finding settings in a real dataset that resembles the ones chosen in a synthetic
dataset is not trivial since, contrary to synthetic datasets, the features of a real dataset cannot
be controlled for data generation. We binarize age by thresholding on it to find correlations
between this sensitive attribute and the eligibility in the Adult dataset that are closest to the
ones we used in the CI-MNIST dataset. We call this feature age-ratio and show it in pair
(ae, a;), which refers to the ratio of people who are unprivileged in (eligible, ineligible)

classes. The rest of the people in each class are considered as privileged.

3.2. Experimental Setup
3.2.1. CI-MNIST dataset

Figure 3.2 shows samples of the dataset used in our experiments. Unless otherwise stated,
we used 50,000 images for the training set, 10,000 images for each validation and test sets. In
CI-MNIST experiments, the eligible and ineligible groups represent each 50% of the training data
in both train and test sets. However, while the train set can be imbalanced with respect to sensitive
attributes, the test set is always balanced. We initially pad the input image of size 28x28 on the
top and sides to give a 32x32 image for the dataset creation. Blue and red colors with a 10%
gaussian noise are used as background colors. For the small box, we used a 4x4 sized gray-colored
box in the center of the top-left half or top-right half of the padded region of the image. We
have experimented with multiple background colors, box colors and box sizes to understand the
impact of colors, positions, sizes of the features on our models. Our motivation in choosing the

current features is that the models can easily notice these features but find them difficult to remove.
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CI-MNIST currently supports multiple sensitive features (multiple background colors and positions

of boxes). For more details refer to the released codebase.

B E E E E
B ANl

original image after padding after clr-ratio  after noise  after pos-ratio
28 x 28 32 x 32 32x32x3 32x32x3 32x32x3

Fig. 3.1. The conversion process used to generate samples. Input image is first padded to become 32x32.
The attributes clr-ratio is then applied, which decides the background color (blue or red). Noise is then
added to the background color. Finally, pos-ratio affects the positioning of the box (top row, left half or top
row, right half).

3.2.2. Adult dataset

For training on the Adult dataset, we used the full Adult training set consisting of a total of
30,162 samples. We used 20% of the training set as the validation set. In the Adult dataset, the
eligible and ineligible groups represent each 25%, 75% of the training data. Hence the data is
imbalanced with respect to target label with a skew towards ineligible lower-income class (<=50k).
We use age as sensitive attribute and threshold on it in the training sets (as indicated in Table 3.1) to
create various age-ratios. Note that in all age-ratios the size of the training dataset does not change,
and the eligible and ineligible groups remain at 25% and 75%. However, through thresholding
on age as the sensitive attribute, we change the number of people in privileged and unprivileged
groups. We find age-thresholds that closely resemble the dataset ratios used in CI-MNIST , in terms
of the percentage of unprivileged individuals in eligible and ineligible groups.

As our original test set is modified to be balanced in terms of both sensitive attributes (age-ratio)
and target classes, the number of testing samples vary for each age-ratio. This is because we use
age for the sensitive attribute, and when we change its threshold, the number of examples belonging
to unprivileged and privileged group changes. We drop the minimum number of samples from the
bigger subgroup of sensitive attribute and target class to make the dataset balanced. In Table 3.1,
we mention the age thresholds used for the unprivileged group to achieve our desired age-ratios
and also indicate the test-set size in each case. The remaining ages in either eligible and ineligible

groups are considered privileged.
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Fig. 3.2. Sampled images from our dataset.

age-ratio | unprivileged age threshold | test set size

(0.5,0.5) 25 <=age <44 7,336

(0.1,0.1) 32 <=age < 36 1,708
(0.01, 0.01) 71 <=age <75 208
(0.66, 0.33) 38 <=age < 60 5,480
(0.06, 0.36) 0 <=age < 30 908

Table 3.1. Thresholds of age and test set size used for various age-ratios. The test set is balanced
in terms of both sensitive attribute and target class, while the train set is imbalanced and is of fixed
size 30,162.

3.2.3. Privacy and author consent

CI-MNIST : This data is an extension of the publicly available MNIST dataset (LeCun and
Cortes, 2010), which does not contain any personal data. Yann LeCun and Corinna Cortes hold
the copyright of MNIST dataset, which is a derivative work from original NIST datasets. MNIST
dataset is made available under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0
license (CC BY-SA 3.0).

Adult: The Adult dataset was originally extracted by Barry Becker from the 1994 Census
bureau database and the data was first cited in (Kohavi, 1996). It was donated by Ronny Kohavi
and Barry Becker (Data Mining and Visualization, Silicon Graphics) and publicly released to the
community on the UCI Data Repository (Dua and Graff, 2017). It is licensed under Creative
Commons Public Domain (CCO0).

We do not put these datasets in our repository; instead, we provide code and guidelines on

processing the original dataset to obtain the dataset variants used in our experiments.
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3.2.4. Architecture

In all models, we used three fully connected layers for discriminator and classifier networks. In
the encoder network, we used three fully connected layers for all models except Ffvae, in which we
used a convolutional encoder and decoder networks for increased training stability (Kim and Mnih,
2018).

Baseline MLP Setup: The baseline MLP model consists of an encoder for the input image and
a classifier for eligibility prediction. Cross entropy loss is used for optimization.

Baseline CNN Setup: The baseline CNN model consists of a CNN encoder for the input image
and an MLP classifier for eligibility prediction. Cross entropy loss is used for optimization.

Laftr Setup: The model consists of an encoder, a classifier, and a discriminator. We used
an adapted PyTorch version of the original codebase released by the authors of the original pa-
per (Madras et al., 2018). Following the original code’s training method, we train the encoder,
classifier and train the discriminator in alternate steps. We used two discriminator iterations per
encoder-classifier iteration and applied cross-entropy loss for optimization of both the classifier
and discriminator. We used the default classification coefficient of 1.0 and used five values of
adversarial coefficient v € [0.1,0.5, 1, 2, 4], as proposed in the original paper.

Cfair Setup: The model consists of an encoder, a classifier, and two discriminators (one for
each eligibility class label). We used the code provided by the authors to run the experiments. We
experimented with five values of adversarial coefficient v € [0.1, 1, 10, 100, 1000], as proposed in
the original paper. The binary loss (0-1 loss) in Eq.2.5.7 is NP-hard to optimize directly (Feldman
et al., 2009, Ben-David et al., 2003), hence the model uses a convex relaxation of the binary loss,
which is a weighted cross-entropy loss as shown below.

DY £y, Y =y)

DY #y|Y =y) =

DY =) (3.2.1)
CEpu(Y][Y)
D(Y =y)

Hence we can relax the optimization problem to a cost-sensitive cross-entropy loss minimization
problem, where the weight for each class is given by the inverse marginal probability of the cor-
responding class. This allows us to equivalently optimize the objective function without explicitly
computing the conditional distributions.

Ffvae Setup: The model consists of a convolutional encoder, a convolutional decoder, a fully
connected classifier, and a fully connected discriminator. We used the code provided by authors

to run the experiments. We applied adversarial coefficient v € [10, 50, 100] and the alignment
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coefficient v € [10, 100, 1000]. We observed that the training of Ffvae becomes unstable for higher
values of «. This is due to the fact that the stability between predictiveness and disentanglement
gets harder to achieve as they work against each other when the sensitive attribute and the eligibility
are correlated. Ffvae model takes ELBO loss for the VAE and approximates the disentanglement
term using the mean error difference between discriminator logits (Kim and Mnih, 2018). The
model uses cross-entropy loss for the predictiveness term and the discriminator network.

In CI-MNIST experiments, we kept the widths of encoder, decoder, discriminator constant at
32, and the encoded latent representation size is 16 for all models. We experimented with two
values of classifier widths 32, 64. However, we were unable to observe the trend that is recently
highlighted by (Sagawa et al., 2020) that increasing model capacities may cause unfairness towards
minorities while increasing accuracy. However, this needs to be further investigated. In Adult
experiments, we kept the widths, latent representation sizes the same as their respective original
papers. Tables 3.2, 3.3 show the architectural details for CI-MNIST and Adult experiments.

Table 3.2. Architectures used for Baseline MLP, Baseline CNN, Laftr, Cfair, Ffvae models for
CI-MNIST dataset.

MLP Encoder | MLP Classifier/Discriminator | CNN Encoder

Input € R*™ | Input € RS Input 32 x 32 x 3 image

FC. 32 LReLU | FC. 32 LReLU 4 x 4 conv. 32 LReLU. stride 2, padding 1
FC. 32 LReLU | FC. 32 LReLLU 4 x 4 conv. 64 LReLU. stride 2, padding 1
FC. 16 LReLU | FC. 2 LReLU 4 x 4 conv. 64 LReLU. stride 2, padding 1

4 x 4 conv. 256 LReLU. stride 1

1 x 1 conv. 16 LReLU.

Ffvae Encoder Ffvae Decoder

Input: 32 x 32 x 3 image Input € R0

4 x 4 conv. 32 LReLU. stride 2, padding 1 | FC. 128 LReLLU

4 x 4 conv. 64 LReLU. stride 2, padding 1 | FC. 1024 LReLU, Resize 64 x 4 x 4

4 x 4 conv. 64 LReLU. stride 2, padding 1 | 4 x 4 upconv. 64 LReLU. stride 2, padding 1
Flatten 1024, FC. 128 LRELU 4 x 4 upconv. 32 LReLU. stride 2, padding 1
FC.2 x 16 4 x 4 upconv. 3 LReLU. stride 2, padding 1

For sensitive information removal experiments in Section 4.1, sensitive features are predicted
from latent representations from model-specific encoders. We use the same architecture as MLP

Classifier in Table 3.3 for these experiments.
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Table 3.3. Architectures used for Baseline MLP, Laftr, Cfair, Ffvae models for Adult dataset.

MLP Encoder | MLP Classifier | Ffvae Encoder | Ffvae Classifier/ Discriminator
Input € RM*? | Input € R'° Input € R Input € R

FC. 32 LReLLU | FC. 32 LReLU | FC. 200 LReLLU | FC. 200 LReLU

FC. 32 LReLLU | FC. 32 LReLLU | FC. 60 LReLU | FC. 2 LReLLU

FC. 16 LReLLU | FC. 2 LReLU

Laftr Encoder | Laftr Classifier/Discriminator | Cfair Encoder | Cfair Classifier/Discriminator
Input € R"2 | Input € R® Input € R2 | Input € R%
FC. 8 LReLU | FC. 2 LReLU FC. 60 LReLU | FC. 0/50 LReLLU

FC. 2 LReLU

3.2.5. Hyperparameter details

Laftr: We use adversarial coefficient v € [0.1,0.5, 1, 2, 4] as hyperparameter as proposed in
the original paper and we use two discriminator iterations per encoder-classifier iteration.

Cfair: We use adversarial coefficient v € [0.1, 1, 10, 100, 1000] as hyperparameter as proposed
in the original paper.

Ffvae: We use adversarial coefficient 4 € [10,50, 100] and the alignment coefficient o €
[10, 100, 1000] as hyperparameters as proposed in the original paper. We also use patience epochs
5 for early stopping in VAE training as a hyperparameter.

Other general hyperparameters considered for all the models include classifier, encoder, and
discriminator widths, number of layers, and latent representation size with values mentioned in
Tables 3.2 and 3.3. Leaky ReLU is used for all activation functions, and Glorot (Glorot and Bengio,
2010) is used to initialize all weights. The models are trained using Adam optimizer with a learning
rate of le-3. Models are trained for 500 epochs, with early stopping of 5 epochs patience on
the validation set’s loss to find the best model. Please check our repository for a complete set of
hyper-parameters and training setups.

We leverage the datasets introduced in section 3.1 to create challenging scenarios in which,

e We alter the balance of the under-represented group,

e Correlate sensitive attribute and eligibility, and

e Include scenarios in which small features in the image, considered either sensitive or non-
sensitive attributes, are associated with eligibility.

We change the dataset from a balanced setup to varying imbalanced setups at training time in
all scenarios, but we always evaluate the models in a balanced setup at test time. This allows us to
report on the model’s performance over a diverse variety of sub-groups. The ratio of unprivileged
(blue) to privileged (red) background on CI-MNIST in the balanced setup is 50% for both eligible
and ineligible groups, providing a clr-ratio of (0.5, 0.5). Furthermore, with a pos-ratio of (0.5,0.5),
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the small-box location and eligibility are unrelated. In the balanced configuration, the value of
age-ratios on Adults is (0.5,0.5).

To provide results, we first average metrics across three random seeds, then report the best value
over hyper-parameters for each metric on the test set for each metric. As a result, we can report the
best possible results on each metric without having to compromise between accuracy and fairness
(which usually have a tradeoff and improving on one metric deteriorates the other, so we show best
possible outcome on each metric). This would allow us to show bias even when the best model
variation is used for each metric. This is in the models’ favour because the best possible outcome
is provided. Hence each column can correspond to a different hyper-parameter. Next, we present
results in each setting.

Notes on all settings: In settings 3 and 4, we could not emulate similar scenarios on the Adults
dataset, as each feature (such as age) is one out of 112 components; hence they all occupy a single
dimension. Moreover, in settings 1 and 2, we could not emulate the extreme scenarios of CI-MNIST
dataset in the Adult dataset. This highlights the difficulty of emulating all scenarios in real datasets

and motivates the usage of the proposed synthetic data in conjunction with real datasets.

3.3. Setting 1: Impact of reducing the representation of the un-
privileged group.

Experiment setup: We first evaluate the impact of the representation percentage of the unpriv-
ileged group in both eligible and ineligible groups. The question we want to ask is whether the
models are robust to the small presence of under-represented groups. To obtain such a setup, in
CI-MNIST dataset we change clr-ratio from the balanced setup of (0.5, 0.5) to imbalanced cases of
(0.1,0.1), (0.01,0.01), and (0.001, 0.001). In the Adult dataset, we change age-ratio from (0.5, 0.5)
to the imbalanced cases of (0.1,0.1) and (0.01,0.01).

Model evaluation and discussion: Figures 3.3 and Figures 3.4 compare models trained on
balanced and reduced representation data, both on Adult and CI-MNIST datasets. We find that
when switching from balanced to imbalanced configurations, both unprivileged group accuracy
and fairness measures decrease for all models. This suggests that even bias-mitigation algorithms
are prone to under-representation of disadvantaged groups. We see the same trend on both CI-
MNIST and Adults, with bias increasing as the datasets grow more unbalanced.

Due to the small ratio of the unprivileged group to the privileged group, this scenario generates
bias. In this scenario, the bias could be attributable to two factors: one, the imbalance between
the two groups, and the other, the lack of data from the underprivileged group. The clr-ratios
of (0.1,0.1), (0.01,0.01), and (0.001,0.001), in particular, are all affected by group imbalances.
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In the latter two situations, however, there are 250 and 25 samples from the unprivileged group
in CI-MNIST , respectively, compared to 24,750 and 24,975 samples from the privileged group.
Here, the models must address data scarcity along with the group imbalance.

We report the complete set of results for debiasing models of MLP, Cfair, Ffvae, Laftr-EqOdd,
Laftr-EqOpp1, Laftr-EqOpp0, and Laftr-DP, in Tables 6.1 to 6.16.
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Fig. 3.3. Comparing different models while decreasing minority representation for Adult dataset.
Sub-figure 3.3a shows the balanced case. Sub-figures 3.3b and 3.3c when compared with 3.3a
shows the impact of reducing unprivileged group in Setting 1. In sub-figures 3.3b and 3.3c the pale
colors show the decrease in performance compared to the balanced case in 3.3a. Note that in 3.3a
the models are not perfect as the performance is not always 1. Higher is better for all metrics. For
each bar, the standard deviation is also shown. Best viewed in colors.
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Fig. 3.4. Comparing different models while decreasing minority representation for CI-MNIST
dataset. Sub-figure 3.4a shows the balanced case. Sub-figures 3.4b, 3.4c, and 3.4d when compared
with 3.4a shows the impact of reducing unprivileged group in Setting 1. In sub-figures 3.4b, 3.4c,
and 3.4d the pale colors show the decrease in performance compared to the balanced case in 3.4a.
Note that in 3.4a the models are not perfect as the performance is not always 1. Higher is better for
all metrics. For each bar, the standard deviation is also shown. Best viewed in colors.

3.4. Setting 2: Impact of correlation of sensitive attribute with
eligibility.

Experiment setup: In this setting, we wish to see how resistant models are to the sensitive

attribute and eligibility correlation. The objective is to see if models perform properly when such

correlations are present. To that purpose, we use a training set with sensitive attribute and eligibility

correlations to train models.
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To provide such a scenario, in CI-MNIST we change clr-ratio from the balanced case of
(0.5,0.5) to correlated cases of (0.1,0.9) and (0.01,0.99), and for Adult dataset we change age-
ratio from (0.5,0.5) to (0.06,0.36), where the unprivileged group becomes under-represented in
the eligible group and over-represented in the ineligible group, hence correlating eligibility and
sensitive features. Note that the setting selected for the Adult dataset is the closest to the selected
CI-MNIST setting that we could emulate with this data.

Model evaluation and discussion: Figures 3.5 and Figures 3.6 compare model performances
under different metrics for the Adult and CI-MNIST datasets. For all models, we observe a large
drop in both accuracy and fairness metrics on both Adult and CI-MNIST . Note that the bias
increases when the correlation level increases from 3.6b to 3.6¢c. The drop is greater than in the
preceding evaluation scenario, in which unprivileged representation was lowered. This shows
that models are even more vulnerable to eligibility and sensitive attribute correlations. It’s also
worth noting that we see the same trends in CI-MNIST in Settings 1 and 2 as we do in Adults,
demonstrating the data’s transferability.

We report the complete set of results for debiasing models of MLP, Cfair, Ffvae, Laftr-EqOdd,
Laftr-EqOpp1, Laftr-EqOpp0, and Laftr-DP, in Tables 6.17 to 6.32.

3.5. Setting 3: Impact of correlation of non-sensitive attribute
with eligibility.

Experiment setup: In this setting, we want to see how well the models exploit the relationship
between non-sensitive and non-predominant attributes and eligibility. To evaluate this setting on
CI-MNIST, we keep clr-ratio at (0.5, 0.5); however, we change pos-ratio from the balanced setting
of (0.5, 0.5) to the imbalanced settings of (0.9, 0.1). Note that this would make the position of box
highly correlated with eligibility.

Model evaluation and discussion: Figures 3.7a and 3.7c compare different models under this
setting. In this case, since pos-ratio is a non-predominant non-sensitive feature compared to clr-
ratio. We notice a slight non-consistent drop in fairness measurements among models indicating

that the models are only slightly biased, but we do see a consistent decrease in accuracy metrics.

Fairness measurements are calculated using the sensitive feature, in this case, the backdrop color.
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Fig. 3.5. Comparing different models while shifting correlation of sensitive attribute (age) with the eligibility for
Adult dataset. Sub-figure 3.5a shows the balanced case. Sub-figures 3.5b and 3.5¢ when compared with 3.5a shows
the impact of correlation of sensitive attribute and eligibility in Setting 2. In sub-figures 3.5b and 3.5c the pale colors
show the decrease in performance compared to the balanced case in 3.5a. Note that in 3.5a the models are not perfect
as the performance is not always 1. Higher is better for all metrics. For each bar, the standard deviation is also shown.
Best viewed in colors.

3.6. Setting 4: Impact of correlation of non-predominant fea-
tures with eligibility

Experiment setup: When a non-predominant, non-sensitive trait was correlated with eligibility
in the prior study, we found no significant bias. In this setting, we want to see if models are biased
when a non-predominant trait that is correlated with eligibility becomes a sensitive attribute. It’s
worth noting that bias-mitigation models use a sensitive attribute as an input, try to remove bias by
removing the sensitive attribute, and calculate fairness metrics for the sensitive attribute in question.
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Fig. 3.6. Comparing different models while shifting correlation of sensitive attribute (bck) and the eligibility for
CI-MNIST dataset. Sub-figure 3.6a shows the balanced case. Sub-figures 3.6b and 3.6c when compared with 3.6a
shows the impact of correlation of sensitive attribute and eligibility in Setting 2. In sub-figures 3.6b and 3.6¢ the pale
colors show the decrease in performance compared to the balanced case in 3.6a. Note that in 3.6a the models are not
perfect as the performance is not always 1. Higher is better for all metrics. For each bar, the standard deviation is also
shown. Best viewed in colors.

We use the same configuration as in Setting 3, but change the sensitive attribute from background
color to the small box location, optimize model and calculate metrics for the new sensitive attribute.

Model evaluation and discussion: Figures 3.8a and 3.8c compare the performance of different
models. As we can observe, the performances of most of the models drop, except that of Cfair, which
mostly maintains its previous fairness performance. The obtained results indicate that correlation of
even non-predominant sensitive features (i.e., small boxes) with eligibility can cause bias, although
the impact is lower compared to Setting 2, where the predominant component (background color)
was correlated with eligibility. Hence, the level of the predominance of the sensitive attribute can
change the degree of bias of the trained models.
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Results are depicted in Figure in Tables 6.41 to 6.48, corresponding to the experimental setup
described in Setting 4. The results are obtained by comparing the baseline model with the debiasing
models of MLP, Cfair, Ffvae, Laftr-EqOdd, Laftr-EqOpp1, Laftr-EqOpp0, and Laftr-DP, when the
position and a small sized feature of the image correlates with eligibility. Figure 3.8 compares all
models side-by-side.
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Fig. 3.7. Comparing different models while shifting correlation of a non-sensitive attribute and the eligibility for
CI-MNIST dataset. Sub-figure 3.7a shows the balanced case. Sub-figures 3.7b and 3.7c when compared with 3.7a
shows the impact of shifting correlation of a non-sensitive attribute and the eligibility in Setting 3. In sub-figures 3.7b
and 3.7c the pale colors show the decrease in performance compared to the balanced case in 3.7a. Note that in 3.7a the
models are not perfect as the performance is not always 1. Higher is better for all metrics. For each bar, the standard
deviation is also shown. Best viewed in colors.
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Fig. 3.8. Impact of position and small visual components on different models’ performance for CI-MNIST dataset.
Sub-figure 3.8a shows the balanced case. Sub-figures 3.8b and 3.8c when compared with 3.8a shows the impact of
position and small visual components in Setting 4. In sub-figures 3.8b and 3.8c the pale colors show the decrease in
performance compared to the balanced case in 3.8a. Note that in 3.8a the models are not perfect as the performance is
not always 1. Higher is better for all metrics. For each bar, the standard deviation is also shown. Best viewed in colors.

3.7. Reproducibility

Wehavereleasedourcodeathttps://github.com/charan223/FairDeeplLearning.
We have provided the instructions to reproduce all experiments reported. Model, dataset, archi-
tectural, and hyper-parameter details are presented in Section 3.2. The detailed results on all
experiments are presented in Section 6.1. For each chart, we provide confidence-interval around
the mean and run each experiment with three different seeds. We trained about 3000 models on 2
16GB NVIDIA Tesla V100 GPUs for 14 days.
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Chapter 4

Discussion

4.1. Model Stability and Performance
4.1.1. Variation due to random seeds

The random seed is a possible source of variation in deep learning models because it is used
in initializing model parameters and data sampling during training, which can cause the model to
converge to various solutions over time. We trained each model three times using three random
seeds to analyse the impact of the random seed. We reported the mean and standard deviation
of the results — see Figures 4.1 and 4.2 for all of the settings described in our experiments. We
discovered that the seed we chose had a greater impact on some models than others. Almost all
models demonstrate instability regarding change of results given different seeds, depending on
the experiment; however, Laftr models show better stability throughout all experiments. In our
bias-mitigation strategy, we tested with different seeds to assess the model’s susceptibility to minor
training differences. This is complementary to other studies of stability, such as cross-validation
studied in (Friedler et al., 2019). In Figures 4.1 and 4.2 we illustrate the standard deviation of all
models for all of the experiments of Adult and CI-MNIST datasets.

4.1.2. Correlation between dataset features and model’s prediction.

If amodel’s prediction is correlated with dataset features, the model could rely on correlations in
the data when making predictions and thus be unfair when applied. To verify this, we measured the
correlation between dataset features and fairness metrics for each model using Spearman correlation
matrices, measured separately for each setting. The results are presented in Figure 4.3. We observe
that all models are subject to bias as their predictions correlate with dataset features; however, Cfair
is slightly less biased in capturing correlations in some setups.

In Figure 4.3 we present Spearman Correlation plots for each dataset and each setting of the

experiments. The correlation plot of Setting 3 illustrates that the models are still picking up on the
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Fig. 4.1. Standard deviation of different fairness metrics (x-axis) in different models (y-axis) over three
seeds for Adult dataset. Each plot corresponds to a different experimental setup presented in Section 3.3.

association between the non-sensitive feature and eligibility, even though there is no substantial bias
in this setting. This shows that, even though models remain biased towards unobserved but possibly
sensitive features, superior fairness results in such circumstances are partly due to how fairness
metrics are derived (w.r.t. the selected sensitive features, which in this case was the background
attribute).

4.1.3. Sensitive information removal

The researched bias-mitigation algorithms strive to eliminate sensitive data from the latent
space. One natural question is: how successful are models at accomplishing this goal? We freeze
the model’s parameters after training and train a classifier to predict the sensitive attribute class
using the model’s latent features to see if the sensitive information is still present in the latent
representation. For each configuration in Section 3, we train such a classifier on its training set
and report the results on the test set, which is shown in sens-acc column in Tables 6.1 to 6.48 of
Settings 1 to 4.

We see a few interesting patterns: First when the sensitive attribute is dominant, the latent
representation of models contains more information about the sensitive attribute than when the

sensitive attribute is less prominent. This may be seen when the sensitive property in CI-MNIST
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Fig. 4.2. Standard deviation of different fairness metrics (x-axis) in different models (y-axis) over three
seeds for CI-MNIST dataset. Each plot corresponds to a different experimental setup presented in Section

3.3.

is the backdrop colour in settings 1, 2, and 3, as opposed to the small box in configuration 4.

Because age is one of 112 features of the Adult, it was relatively simple for models to remove the

sensitive information. Second, even though bias-mitigation approaches outperform the baselines

(MLP, CNN) in bias mitigation, we find that sensitive information is more significant in the latent

representation of models trained with bias-mitigation algorithms in many cases. We believe that,

rather than completely deleting sensitive information from their latent space, the success of these

bias-mitigation approaches in generating fairer results is due to the sensitive group balance enforced

through their loss functions.
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Fig. 4.3. Each plot depicts correlation of one dataset attribute with fairness metrics for one setting and one
dataset in Section 3. On the Adult dataset, we depict the correlation of age-ratio with fairness metrics as
this attribute has been the sensitive feature that is changed in the experiments. On CI-MNIST , in Settings 1
and 2, we depict clr-ratio, and in Settings 3 and 4, we show pos-ratio, hence showing only the feature that is
changed from the balanced case. Note that contrary to other cases, in Setting 3 pos-ratio is not the sensitive
attribute, and background is the sensitive attribute. We plot the absolute Spearman correlation metric, where
we use absolute difference of the dataset attribute from the balanced case (0.5) as input to the Spearman
function. This is because numbers 1 and 0 have a similar meaning as they are equally away from the balanced
case. Finally, we report absolute averaged correlation values over all instances. Values range in [0, 1], where
one indicates maximum correlation. Almost all bias-mitigation models suffer from not mitigating the strong
correlation between the overall accuracy and the sensitive attribute.

4.1.4. Model Performance

While model performance was generally close, we often observed that Cfair or Laftr performed
slightly better than other models, depending on the setting. It’s worth noting that, unlike Ffvae,
both models apply fairness criteria directly to their learned latent spaces rather than disentangling
sensitive and non-sensitive components of their latent representations. We found that disentangling
characteristics was less effective in removing sensitive data. This is especially evident in the Adults
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dataset’s setting 1 and 2 results — see Tables 6.4 and 6.20, respectively, and in setting 4 of the
CI-MNIST dataset — see Table 6.44), as we observe sens-acc is higher in the non-sensitive latent
space of Ffvae compared to Cfair and Laftr.

Since bias mitigation applied to a unified latent space and explicit latent space disentangling
constitute two prominent bias-mitigation strategies, a natural question is whether these strategies
can benefit from one another. To verify this, we merged both strategies and investigated the effect
on the models’ performances. In one setup, we merged Laftr-DP with Ffvae, and in another, we
merged Cfair with Ffvae. Check Section 4.1.5 for details of merging models. We evaluated these
merged models in settings 1 and 2 of the Adults dataset. Tables 4.1 to 4.4 present results for the
merged models.

4.1.5. Merging bias-mitigation algorithms.

Tables 4.1 and 4.2 show results for merging Cfair and Ffvae and Tables 4.3 and 4.4 show results

for merging Laftr and Ffvae.

To merge Ffvae with Laftr we added to Ffvae objective in Eq.(2.5.9), the ﬁé‘}]f" term in
Eq.(2.5.4), yielding
LEFHI = Lone(p,0) = nLEE" (4.L.1)
Similarly, to merge Ffvae with Cfair we added to Ffvae objective in Eq.(2.5.9), the ﬁ%f;“" term
in Eq.(2.5.8), yielding
LR = Lonae(p,q) — nLOE" (4.1.2)
Laftr

Where 7 is a hyper-parameter, balancing the two losses. In both cases, the added loss (L p "~ or
cgf;“") is applied to the non-sensitive latent z of the Ffvae model. Please check Section 4.1 for the

discussion on the obtained results.

Table 4.1. Merged Ffvae and Cfair results when decreasing minority representation for Adult dataset,

sensitive attribute:age. Added Eg’;’m to Eq.(2.5.9). Compare with Ffvae Table 6.4 and Cfair Table 6.2
results.

(u-elg, u-inelg) | acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5, 0.5) 0.77 1 0.81 | 0.73 10.99| 0.99 0.97 0.98 0.92
(0.1, 0.1) 0.75] 0.78 | 0.72 |0.99 1.0 0.99 0.99 0.98

(0.01,0.01) |0.72| 0.83 | 0.62 |0.94 1.0 0.85 0.93 0.79

We observe an improvement of the fairness metrics (DP, EqOpp, EqOdd) in joint models
compared to individual models, while accuracy has not changed or deteriorated. In particular,

when comparing the results in Tables 4.1 to 4.4 to the tables obtained from individual models, we
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Table 4.2. Merged Ffvae and Cfair results on correlation of sensitive attribute (age) and eligibility for
Adult dataset. Added Eggm to Eq.(2.5.9). Compare with Ffvae Table 6.20 and Cfair Table 6.18 results.

(u-elg, u-inelg) | acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0 | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5,0.5) 0.77{ 0.81 | 073 099 | 0.99 0.97 0.98 0.92
(0.66,0.33) 0.74| 073 | 075 | 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.92
(0.06, 0.36) 0.7 1 076 | 0.64 [098 | 0.99 0.96 0.97 0.97

Table 4.3. Merged Ffvae and Laftr-DP results when decreasing minority representation for Adult dataset,

Laftr

sensitive attribute:age. Added L)

to Eq.(2.5.9). Compare with Ffvae Table 6.4 and Laftr-DP Table 6.8

results.

(u-elg, u-inelg) | acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5, 0.5) 0.66 | 0.71 | 0.61 |0.99 1.0 0.98 0.99 0.93
(0.1, 0.1) 0.6 | 067 | 054 | 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.98

(0.01, 0.01) 0.6 | 0.69 | 052 | 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.92

Table 4.4. Merged Ffvae and Laftr-DP results on correlation of sensitive attribute (age) and eligibility for
Adult dataset. Added ELD%% to Eq.(2.5.9). Compare with Ffvae Table 6.20 and Laftr-DP Table 6.24 results.

(u-elg, u-inelg) | acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0 | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5,0.5) 0.66 | 0.71 | 0.61 |0.99 1.0 0.98 0.99 0.93
(0.66,0.33) (049| 05 | 049 | 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.93
(0.06, 0.36) 0.6 | 0.69 | 051 [097| 0.99 0.95 0.97 0.98

observe, on average over different cases, the fairness metrics DP, EqOpp0, EqOpp1, and EqOdd
have improved in Ffvae+Cfair by 5.83%, 3.41%, 9.15%, 5.98% and in Ffvae+Laftr by 9.63%,
3.4%, 19.4%, 10.53%, while accuracy has improved in Ffvae+Cfair by only 1.15% and dropped
in Ffvae+Laftr by 12.66%. This emphasizes that further investigation in merging the seemingly
different bias-mitigation strategies can bring improvement w.r.t fairness metrics while maintaining

model accuracy.

4.2. Sources of Bias

In our experiments, in addition to random seed, we have considered three different sources of

bias:
4.2.1. Reduced representation of the unprivileged group.

To further disentangle the cause of bias, we performed an experiment where we kept the ratio of
(0.001,0.001) in all settings but increased the number of total samples by 10, 100, and 1000 times
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to alleviate data scarceness, especially in the 10002 case where the under-represented group is as
numerous as the original dataset size. The results are shown in Tables 4.5 for CNN (without any
bias-mitigation strategy) and in 4.6 for Laftr-EqOpp0, which is one of the strongest bias-mitigation
models, where clr-ratios is kept at (0.001, 0.001) but the total dataset size has changed from z to
10z, 1002 and 1000z, where x is the original number of samples. Surprisingly, the source of bias
in these models differs. In Laftr, data scarcity appears to be a source of bias, and as the number of
samples in the under-represented group grows, the model’s performance improves. However, it still
falls short of the balanced arrangement illustrated in the first row of Table 6.15. In CNN, however,
the imbalance in the data distribution seems to be the main cause of bias, as the model does not
effectively leverage the increasing number of samples. These results indicate that different models
may be susceptible to varying sources of bias, including data imbalance and scarcity.

Table 4.5. CNN results for measuring whether the bias is due to small ratio or small number of samples.

clr-ratio acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0 | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.001, 0.001) x 093|097 | 088 [093| 0.98 0.85 0.92 0.5
(0.001,0.001) 10x [0.96 | 098 | 095 |0.99| 0.98 0.96 0.97 0.51
(0.001, 0.001) 100x | 0.9 | 098 | 0.82 |0.95 0.9 0.79 0.84 0.52
(0.001, 0.001) 1000x | 0.9 | 098 | 0.82 | 095 | 0.89 0.78 0.83 0.52

Table 4.6. Laftr-EqOpp0 results for measuring whether the bias is due to small ratio or small number of

samples.
clr-ratio acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0 | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.001, 0.001) x 094|098 | 0.89 [095| 0.96 0.88 0.92 0.67
(0.001, 0.001) 10x | 0.91| 098 | 0.83 [ 094 | 0.81 0.9 0.85 0.5
(0.001, 0.001) 100x {094 | 0.98 | 0.89 [ 099 | 091 0.9 0.91 0.54
(0.001, 0.001) 1000x | 0.96 | 0.99 | 093 1099 | 0.95 0.93 0.94 0.54

4.2.2. Correlation of a feature with eligibility.

In some datasets, the unprivileged group, might exhibit lower eligibility, e.g., due to histori-
cal reasons like lack of access to facilities or limited resources compared to a privileged group
(Kamishima et al., 2012).

As seen in settings 2 and 4, the model can quickly pick up on correlations between features
and eligibility in the data, generating bias at test time. However, under such circumstances, we
discover that if the sensitive attributes/features dominate, i.e., occupy a larger percentage of the

input data, the bias grows stronger, leading the fairness metrics to decrease even more, as seen
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when comparing setting 2 to setting 4. Furthermore, we observe that the degree of bias in models
augments when the correlation grows in both settings.

4.2.3. Impact of non-predominant correlated features.

The bias-mitigation techniques assume that the sensitive or biased attributes are known a priori
and can thus be addressed by eliminating these features from the learned representations. The
model or a possible annotator may overlook some properties, mainly minor (non-predominant)
ones. Wearing spectacles, for example, is linked to ageing. If this sensitive attribute is not known
a priori to the model, the bias-mitigation algorithm will not be able to handle it appropriately.
Our results in setting 3 and the Spearman correlation plot in this setting indicate that such non-
predominant but correlated features can be a source of bias and the models still capture the
correlation in the data.
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Chapter 5

Conclusion

With the increasing use of representation learning algorithms in automatic decision-making tools
(Cappelli et al., 2019, Franz et al., 2020, Dzyabura et al., 2019, Shrestha et al., 2020), the rigorous
benchmarking of bias-mitigation algorithms has become imperative. We established a framework in
this paper to benchmark bias-mitigation algorithms in various circumstances to test their boundaries.
Using the suggested benchmark on challenging versions of the given synthetic CI-MNIST and
Adults datasets, we comprehensively evaluated and examined a variety of deep learning-based
bias-mitigation models, where we regulate the correlation and balance between distinct dataset
subgroups. We demonstrated that we could purposely push the models under investigation to their
breaking point, even though they have proven their usefulness to the community and were able to

perform sufficiently on some of our settings and dataset variants.

5.1. Research Conclusion

Throughout our research, we discovered that these models could exploit sensitive features and
produce biases when: 1) the underprivileged group is under-represented, which might be due to
population imbalance or scarcity; and 2) the sensitive trait and eligibility have an association. Both
scenarios show a more significant bias when the imbalance or correlation rises. According to our
findings, the degree of bias in the model was similarly affected by the dimensionality/predominance
of the biased input features. Furthermore, we discovered that the sensitive information is present in
the latent representation of models trained with bias-mitigation strategies, implying that employing
representation from these models for downstream tasks can still lead to a biased treatment. Our
results also showed that some models are more susceptible to the random seed than others; hence
the variation of the random seed can be a source of bias. As a result, not all models are well-suited
to all contexts, and utilizing models without a thorough awareness of their limits may result in
adverse outcomes. We also observe that, given the variety of fairness indicators, model selection
should be improved, as we cannot identify a single model that works well across all metrics. We

hope our benchmark serves as a starting point to verify the robustness of bias-mitigation models.
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5.2. Limitations

Some of the limitations of the dataset creation process in this work include,

e Focusing only on single binary target labels due to the extensiveness of evaluating all the
cases. Our codebase provides code for creating non-binary target labels for use in future
experimentation.

e Using binary-sensitive attributes only for experiments. It would be interesting to extend
the present work to non-binary sensitive features and observe the impact of bias-mitigation
methods on multiple sensitive features.

e Not evaluating the correlation of input features. Just mitigating the effect of sensitive
features might not be enough, as proxy features can partially correlate with the sensitive
features (Corbett-Davies and Goel, 2018) affecting the bias mitigation.

e Lower sample size when creating sub-groups in datasets other than MNIST due to non-
uniform distributions of sensitive features and target labels. These smaller sample sizes can
cause inconsistent model experimentation and give inaccurate results.

On a separate note, we have evaluated some of the recent promising bias-mitigation algorithms
out of many proposed models. This field is expanding rapidly, and we could not evaluate all possible
models. It would be interesting to evaluate other promising models in the proposed setups and
try the proposed settings on more datasets to observe any potential change in performance due to
differences in the data modality.

5.3. Potential negative societal impacts

While we report results using currently established fairness metrics, there is neither a universal
fairness metric nor a universally accepted definition of fairness (Mukherjee et al., 2020). Therefore,
although we take steps towards properly benchmarking bias mitigation algorithms, one should still
be cautious about the chosen metrics before using them in real-world applications. Group parity
metrics like DP, EQOpp0, EqOpp1, and EqOdd can suffer from statistical limitations, as the true
underlying protected group distributions might differ regardless of other unprotected features used
for prediction. Thus enforcing these metrics, which try to lower group fairness, can lower accuracies
and harm the groups designed to protect (Corbett-Davies and Goel, 2018).

Hence before using any specific metric, the true data distribution should be studied well by
designing suitable interventions. Real-world assessments and understanding consequences also
help in achieving equitable metrics. Today with representation learning methods used in automatic
decision-making applications (Cappelli et al., 2019, Franz et al., 2020, Dzyabura et al., 2019,
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Shrestha et al., 2020), more interpretable and explainable models are necessary to avoid any

harmful consequences.

5.4. Future work

While there have been many definitions of and approaches to fairness in the literature, the study
in this area is anything but complete. Fairness and algorithmic bias still hold several research
opportunities. In this section, we provide pointers to outstanding challenges in fairness research
and an overview of opportunities for the development of understudied problems.

5.4.1. Challenges

5.4.1.1. Synthesizing a definition of fairness. Several definitions of what would constitute
fairness from a machine learning perspective have been proposed in the literature (Dwork et al.,
2012, Zafar et al., 2017b, Hardt et al., 2016b). These definitions cover a wide range of use cases
and are somewhat disparate in their view of fairness. Because of this, it is nearly impossible to un-
derstand how one fairness solution would fare under a different definition of fairness. Synthesizing
these definitions into one remains an open research problem since it can evaluate these systems as
more unified and comparable. Having a more unified fairness definition and framework can also

help with the incompatibility issue of some current fairness definitions.

5.4.1.2. From Equality to Equity. The definitions presented in the literature mostly focus on
equality, ensuring that each individual or group is given the same amount of resources, attention
or outcome. However, little attention has been paid to equity, which is the concept that each
individual or group is given the resources they need to succeed (Mehrabi et al., 2020, White and
Brumfield, 2014). Operationalizing this definition and studying how it augments or contradicts

existing definitions of fairness remains an exciting future direction.

5.4.1.3. Searching for Unfairness. Defined fairness, it should be possible to identify instances
of this unfairness in a particular dataset. Inroads toward this problem have been made in data bias by
detecting instances of Simpson’s Paradox in arbitrary datasets (Alipourfard et al., 2018); however,
unfairness may require more consideration due to the variety of definitions and the nuances in

detecting each one.
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Chapter 6

Appendix

6.1. Experiments and Results
6.1.1. Impact of reducing representation of unprivileged group

We report the complete set of results for debiasing models of MLP, Cfair, Ffvae, Laftr-EqOdd,
Laftr-EqOppl1, Laftr-EqOpp0, and Laftr-DP, in Tables 6.1 to 6.16, corresponding to the experimental
setup described in Setting 1 of Section 3.3. Each pair in clr-ratio column indicate (b, b, ), which is
the ratio of images with blue background for (even=eligible, odd=ineligible) data. Figures 3.3, 3.4
compare all models side-by-side. Note that to report results, we initially averaged metrics over three
seeds, then for each metric, the best value over the fairness coefficients of the models is reported
on the test set.

Table 6.1. MLP results when decreasing minority representation for Adult dataset, sensitive attribute:age,

selected best result per attribute

(u-elg, u-inelg) | acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5, 0.5) 0.78 | 0.8 0.75 {097 ] 0.99 0.92 0.96 0.66
(0.1, 0.1) 0.741 077 | 0.71 [0.96| 0.99 0.9 0.95 0.51

(0.01,0.01) [0.74| 0.81 | 0.66 |091 | 097 0.77 0.87 0.54

Table 6.2. Cfair results when decreasing minority representation for Adult dataset, sensitive attribute:age,
selected best result per attribute

(u-elg, u-inelg) | acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0 | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5,0.5) 0.82] 0.84 | 0.81 |0.99| 097 0.99 0.98 0.54
(0.1, 0.1) 0.8 1082 | 079 [096 | 0.99 0.98 0.98 0.51

(0.01, 0.01) 0.8 [ 087 | 073 |0.85| 0.92 0.68 0.8 0.54

6.1.2. Impact of correlation of sensitive attribute with eligibility
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Table 6.3. Cfair-EO results when decreasing minority representation for Adult dataset, sensitive
attribute:age, selected best result per attribute

(u-elg, u-inelg) | acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5, 0.5) 0.78 | 0.8 0.75 {099 0.9 0.98 0.98 0.52
(0.1, 0.1) 0.731 077 | 069 |0.98| 0.99 0.96 0.97 0.51

(0.01,0.01) |0.74| 0.8 0.67 | 096 | 0.99 0.88 0.94 0.54

Table 6.4. Ffvae results when decreasing minority representation for Adult dataset, sensitive attribute:age,
selected best result per attribute

(u-elg, u-inelg) | acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0 | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5, 0.5) 0721 074 | 0.7 094 099 0.9 0.95 0.93
(0.1, 0.1) 0.7 | 073 | 0.67 [0.92| 0.96 0.88 0.92 0.98

(0.01,0.01) [0.71| 0.81 | 0.61 [091 | 0098 0.76 0.87 0.92

Table 6.5. Laftr-EqOdd results when decreasing minority representation for Adult dataset, sensitive
attribute:age, selected best result per attribute

(u-elg, u-inelg) | acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0 | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5,0.5) 0.71{ 0.74 | 0.69 096 | 0.99 0.92 0.96 0.52
(0.1, 0.1) 0.69| 0.71 | 0.66 |0.95| 0.98 0.9 0.94 0.52

(0.01,0.01) |0.67| 0.77 | 0.56 |0.86| 0.96 0.72 0.84 0.52

Table 6.6. Laftr-EqOppl results when decreasing minority representation for Adult dataset, sensitive
attribute:age, selected best result per attribute

(u-elg, u-inelg) | acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0 | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5,0.5) 0.72 | 0.75 0.7 1096| 0.99 0.91 0.95 0.53
(0.1,0.1) 0.69| 0.72 | 0.66 |0.95| 0.98 0.9 0.94 0.52

(0.01,0.01) |0.67| 077 | 056 |0.86| 0.97 0.72 0.84 0.52

Table 6.7. Laftr-EqOpp0 results when decreasing minority representation for Adult dataset, sensitive
attribute:age, selected best result per attribute

(u-elg, u-inelg) | acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5, 0.5) 0.721 0.75 | 0.69 |0.96 1.0 0.91 0.96 0.52
(0.1, 0.1) 0.69| 0.71 | 066 |[0.95| 0.98 0.91 0.95 0.52

(0.01,0.01) |0.66| 0.76 | 0.56 |[0.85| 0.97 0.71 0.84 0.52
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Table 6.8. Laftr-DP results when decreasing minority representation for Adult dataset, sensitive
attribute:age, selected best result per attribute

(u-elg, u-inelg) | acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5, 0.5) 0.71 ] 074 | 0.69 [0.97| 0.99 0.92 0.96 0.60
(0.1, 0.1) 0.69| 0.71 | 066 |0.96| 0.99 0.91 0.95 0.52

(0.01,0.01) |0.66| 0.76 | 0.55 [0.87| 0.97 0.72 0.84 0.55

Table 6.9. MLP results when decreasing minority representation for CI-MNIST dataset, sensitive
attribute:bck, selected best result per attribute

clr-ratio acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOppO | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5,0.5) 095096 | 094 | 098 | 0.97 0.97 0.97 0.91
(0.1, 0.1) 0.94 | 0.97 0.9 1094 | 0091 0.94 0.93 0.99
(0.01,0.01) [ 0.84| 096 | 0.72 |0.76 | 0.96 0.52 0.74 0.9
(0.001, 0.001) [ 0.77 | 0.97 | 0.58 |0.59| 0.46 0.72 0.59 0.67

Table 6.10. CNN results when decreasing minority representation for CI-MNIST dataset, sensitive
attribute:bck, selected best result per attribute

clr-ratio acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5,0.5) 096 | 096 | 096 099 | 0.99 0.98 0.98 0.56
(0.1,0.1) 096 | 097 | 095 [099| 0.99 0.98 0.98 0.5
(0.01,0.01) |096| 097 | 095 [0.99 | 0.99 0.96 0.97 0.5
(0.001, 0.001) | 093 | 097 | 0.88 |0.93| 0.98 0.85 0.92 0.5

Table 6.11. Cfair results when decreasing minority representation for CI-MNIST dataset, sensitive
attribute:bck, selected best result per attribute

clr-ratio acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOppO | EqOppl | EQOdd | sens-acc
(0.5,0.5) 094 095 | 093 098 | 0.98 0.99 0.98 1.0
(0.1, 0.1) 093] 096 | 0.89 |096| 0.97 0.92 0.95 1.0
(0.01,0.01) | 0.85| 096 | 0.74 |0.78 | 0.87 0.72 0.79 1.0
(0.001,0.001) {0.78 | 0.96 | 0.6 |0.66 | 0.95 0.93 0.94 1.0

Table 6.12. Ffvae results when decreasing minority representation for CI-MNIST dataset, sensitive
attribute:bck, selected best result per attribute

clr-ratio acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5,0.5) 091092 | 09 |0.98 1.0 0.96 0.98 1.0
(0.1, 0.1) 0.89 1 091 | 087 |097| 0.99 0.92 0.96 1.0
(0.01,0.01) {0.85] 092 | 0.79 [097| 0.98 0.81 0.9 1.0
(0.001, 0.001) {0.72 ] 0.92 | 0.51 |0.82| 0.68 0.83 0.76 1.0
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Table 6.13. Laftr-EqOdd results when decreasing minority representation for CI-MNIST dataset, sensitive
attribute:bck, selected best result per attribute

clr-ratio acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOppO | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5, 0.5) 096 | 097 | 096 [099 | 0.99 0.98 0.98 1.0
(0.1, 0.1) 096 098 | 095 [099| 0.98 0.98 0.98 0.96
(0.01,0.01) | 096 | 098 | 093 [097 | 0.99 0.93 0.96 0.8
(0.001,0.001) | 091 | 098 | 0.84 |0.94| 0.99 0.83 0.91 0.8

Table 6.14. Laftr-EqOpp]1 results when decreasing minority representation for CI-MNIST dataset, sensitive
attribute:bck, selected best result per attribute

clr-ratio acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOppO | EqOppl | EQOdd | sens-acc
(0.5,0.5) 097|098 | 096 |099| 0.99 0.99 0.99 0.99
(0.1, 0.1) 096 | 098 | 095 099 | 0.98 0.98 0.98 0.95
(0.01,0.01) [095| 097 | 093 099 | 0.99 0.95 0.97 0.85
(0.001,0.001) | 0.92 | 0.98 | 0.85 | 091 | 0.98 0.83 0.91 0.73

Table 6.15. Laftr-EqOpp0 results when decreasing minority representation for CI-MNIST dataset, sensitive
attribute:bck, selected best result per attribute

clr-ratio acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOppO | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5,0.5) 096 | 097 | 096 |0.99| 0.99 0.99 0.99 0.99
(0.1, 0.1) 096 | 098 | 095 099 | 0.97 0.99 0.98 0.98
(0.01,0.01) [095| 098 | 0.92 |0.99| 0.99 0.95 0.97 0.78
(0.001,0.001) {094 | 098 | 0.89 [0.95| 0.96 0.88 0.92 0.67

Table 6.16. Laftr-DP results when decreasing minority representation for CI-MNIST dataset, sensitive
attribute:bck, selected best result per attribute

clr-ratio acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOppO | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5,0.5) 096 | 097 | 096 |099| 0.99 0.99 0.99 1.0
(0.1, 0.1) 096 | 098 | 095 099 | 0.97 0.98 0.97 1.0
(0.01,0.01) [ 096 | 098 | 0.93 |098| 0.98 0.94 0.96 0.86
(0.001,0.001) {092 | 0.98 | 0.86 |0.91| 0.96 0.87 0.92 0.69
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We report the complete set of results for debiasing models of MLP, Cfair, Ffvae, Laftr-EqOdd,
Laftr-EqOpp1, Laftr-EqOpp0, and Laftr-DP, in Tables 6.17 to 6.32, corresponding to Setting 2
in Section 3.4. Each pair in clr-ratio column indicate (b.,b,), which is the ratio of images with
blue background for (even=qualified, odd=unqualified) data. Figures 3.5, 3.6 compare all models
side-by-side.

Table 6.17. MLP results on correlation of sensitive attribute (age) and eligibility for Adult dataset, selected

best result per attribute

(u-elg, u-inelg) | acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5,0.5) 078 0.8 | 075 [097| 0.99 0.92 0.96 0.66
(0.66,0.33) |0.75| 074 | 0.76 | 0.85| 0.88 0.83 0.85 0.65
(0.06,0.36) |0.71] 0.75 | 0.66 |0.78 | 0.86 0.69 0.77 0.65

Table 6.18. Cfair results on correlation of sensitive attribute (age) and eligibility for Adult dataset, selected

best result per attribute

(u-elg, u-inelg) | acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0 | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5,0.5) 0.82] 0.84 | 0.81 |0.99| 097 0.99 0.98 0.54
(0.66, 0.33) 0.8 1082 | 078 [094 | 0.96 0.99 0.97 0.64
(0.06, 0.36) 0.8 1077 | 084 [098 | 0.96 0.97 0.96 0.54

Table 6.19. Cfair-EO results on correlation of sensitive attribute (age) and eligibility for Adult dataset,
selected best result per attribute

(u-elg, u-inelg) | acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5, 0.5) 0.78 | 0.8 0.75 {099 0.99 0.98 0.98 0.52
(0.66,0.33) [0.76 | 0.76 | 0.76 | 098 | 0.99 0.98 0.98 0.54
(0.06,0.36) |0.75| 0.75 | 0.75 |[098 | 0.98 0.97 0.97 0.53

Table 6.20. Ffvae results on correlation of sensitive attribute (age) and eligibility for Adult dataset, selected

best result per attribute

(u-elg, u-inelg) | acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0 | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5,0.5) 0721 0.74 | 0.7 1094 | 0.99 0.9 0.95 0.93
(0.66,0.33) |0.59| 0.57 | 0.61 |0.99 1.0 0.98 0.99 0.92
(0.06,0.36) |0.62| 0.71 | 0.53 [0.81| 091 0.72 0.81 0.98
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selected best result per attribute

Table 6.21. Laftr-EqOdd results on correlation of sensitive attribute (age) and eligibility for Adult dataset

(u-elg, u-inelg) | acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5, 0.5) 0711 074 | 0.69 [0.96| 0.99 0.92 0.96 0.52
(0.66, 0.33) 0.7 | 0.67 | 073 |0.88| 0.94 0.83 0.89 0.54
(0.06,0.36) | 0.65| 0.7 0.59 |0.83| 0.93 0.72 0.82 0.47

Table 6.22. Laftr-EqOpp]1 results on correlation of sensitive attribute (age) and eligibility for Adult dataset
selected best result per attribute

(u-elg, u-inelg)

acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5,0.5) 0.72 | 0.75 0.7 1096| 0.99 0.91 0.95 0.53

(0.66, 0.33) 0.7 | 0.67 | 073 [0.89| 0.94 0.84 0.89 0.55

(0.06,0.36) |0.65| 071 | 059 |0.83| 0.93 0.72 0.82 0.47

Table 6.23. Laftr-EqOpp0 results on correlation of sensitive attribute (age) and eligibility for Adult dataset

selected best result per attribute

(u-elg, u-inelg) | acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0 | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5,0.5) 0.72{ 0.75 | 0.69 |0.96 1.0 0.91 0.96 0.52
(0.66, 0.33) 0.7 | 0.67 | 072 |0.88 | 0.94 0.83 0.89 0.55
(0.06,0.36) |0.65| 0.71 | 0.59 [0.83| 0.93 0.73 0.83 0.48

Table 6.24. Laftr-DP results on correlation of sensitive attribute (age) and eligibility for Adult dataset
selected best result per attribute

(u-elg, u-inelg) | acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5,0.5) 0.71{ 0.74 | 0.69 097 | 0.99 0.92 0.96 0.6
(0.66, 0.33) 0.7 | 0.67 | 0.73 |0.88 | 0.94 0.83 0.89 0.57
(0.06,0.36) | 0.66 | 0.71 0.6 [083] 0093 0.73 0.83 0.55

selected best result per attribute

Table 6.25. MLP results on correlation of sensitive attribute (bck) and eligibility for CI-MNIST dataset

clr-ratio acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOppO | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5,0.5) [095] 096 | 094 (098 | 0.97 0.97 0.97 0.91
(0.1,09) [081] 0.82 | 081 [0.65| 0.66 0.63 0.65 0.96
(0.01,0.99) | 056 | 0.5 | 0.63 |0.14| 0.02 0.27 0.15 0.98
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Table 6.26. CNN results on correlation of sensitive attribute (bck) and eligibility for CI-MNIST dataset,
selected best result per attribute

clr-ratio acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc

(0.5,0.5) [096| 096 | 096 |0.99| 0.99 0.98 0.98 0.56

(0.1,09) [088] 09 | 086 [0.79| 0.83 0.74 0.78 0.85
(0.01,0.99) | 056 | 05 | 0.62 |0.12| 0.01 0.22 0.12 1.0

Table 6.27. Cfair results on correlation of sensitive attribute (bck) and eligibility for CI-MNIST dataset,
selected best result per attribute

clr-ratio acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOppO | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc

(0.5,0.5) {094 095 | 093 (098 | 0.98 0.99 0.98 1.0

(0.1,09) [082] 085 | 0.79 [0.65| 0.73 0.6 0.67 1.0
(0.01,0.99) | 0.55| 0.54 | 0.57 [0.09| 0.09 0.13 0.11 1.0

Table 6.28. Ffvae results on correlation of sensitive attribute (bck) and eligibility for CI-MNIST dataset,
selected best result per attribute

clr-ratio acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc

(0.5,0.5) [091] 092 | 09 |0.98 1.0 0.96 0.98 1.0

(0.1,09) (071|072 | 0.71 |045| 048 0.43 0.45 1.0
(0.01,0.99) | 0.51 | 0.49 | 0.53 |0.03 0.0 0.05 0.03 1.0

Table 6.29. Laftr-EqOdd results on correlation of sensitive attribute (bck) and eligibility for CI-MNIST
dataset, selected best result per attribute

clr-ratio acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc

(0.5,0.5) [096| 097 | 096 [099| 0.99 0.98 0.98 1.0

(0.1,09) (092|094 | 0.89 [0.85| 0.89 0.81 0.85 0.98
(0.01,0.99) | 0.65 | 0.66 | 0.64 | 0.3 0.33 0.28 0.31 0.97

Table 6.30. Laftr-EqOppl results on correlation of sensitive attribute (bck) and eligibility for CI-MNIST
dataset, selected best result per attribute

clr-ratio acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOpp1 | EqOdd | sens-acc

(0.5,0.5) [097| 098 | 096 |0.99| 0.99 0.99 0.99 0.99

(0.1,09) [092| 094 | 09 |0.86 0.9 0.81 0.85 0.97
(0.01,0.99) | 0.67 | 0.69 | 0.65 |0.34 | 0.39 0.28 0.34 0.97

6.1.3. Impact of correlation of non-sensitive attribute with eligibility

We report the complete set of results for debiasing models of MLP, CNN, Cfair, Ffvae, Laftr-
EqOdd, Laftr-EqOpp1, Laftr-EqOpp0, and Laftr-DP, in Tables 6.33 to 6.40, corresponding to the
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Table 6.31. Laftr-EqOpp0 results on correlation of sensitive attribute (bck) and eligibility for CI-MNIST
dataset, selected best result per attribute

clr-ratio acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc

(0.5,0.5) [096| 097 | 096 |099| 0.99 0.99 0.99 0.99

(0.1,09) [091] 094 | 088 [0.85| 091 0.79 0.85 0.94
(0.01,0.99) | 0.64 | 0.65 | 0.63 |0.28| 0.31 0.25 0.28 0.96

Table 6.32. Laftr-DP results on correlation of sensitive attribute (bck) and eligibility for CI-MNIST dataset,
selected best result per attribute

clr-ratio acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc

(0.5,0.5) |096| 097 | 096 |0.99| 0.99 0.99 0.99 1.0

(0.1,09) [092] 094 | 089 [0.85| 091 0.8 0.85 1.0
(0.01,0.99) | 0.65 | 0.65 | 0.65 | 0.3 0.32 0.28 0.3 0.99

experimental setup described in Setting 3 of Secton 3.5. Each pair in pos-ratio column indicate
(le, l,), which specifies the ratio of images with box on left side for (even=eligible, odd=ineligible).

Figure 3.7 compare all models side-by-side.

Table 6.33. MLP results on correlation of non-sensitive attribute (pos) and eligibility for CI-MNIST

dataset, selected best result per attribute

pos acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5,0.5) |095| 096 | 094 |098| 0.97 0.97 0.97 0.91
(0.75,0.25) | 094 | 095 | 093 | 097 0.98 0.94 0.96 0.98
(09,0.1) [0.86| 0.9 0.83 [ 0.96 0.9 0.96 0.93 1.0

Table 6.34. CNN results on correlation of non-sensitive attribute (pos) and eligibility for CI-MNIST
dataset, selected best result per attribute

pos acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5,0.5) |096| 096 | 096 |0.99| 0.99 0.98 0.98 0.56
(0.75,0.25) | 0.95| 096 | 093 [0.99| 0.98 0.96 0.97 0.57
0.9,0.1) | 09 | 092 | 0.87 [098 | 0.97 0.93 0.95 0.63

6.1.4. Impact of position and small features in the input images

Comparing baseline model with debiasing models of MLP, Cfair, Ffvae, Laftr-EqOdd, Laftr-
EqOppl, Laftr-EqOpp0, and Laftr-DP, when position and a small feature of the image correlates with
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Table 6.35. Cfair results on correlation of non-sensitive attribute (pos) and eligibility for CI-MNIST
dataset, selected best result per attribute

pos acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5,0.5) [094| 095 | 093 |098| 0.98 0.99 0.98 1.0
(0.75,0.25) | 0.94 | 095 | 092 [0.99| 0.98 0.98 0.98 1.0
(0.9,0.1) [085] 0.88 | 0.82 [096| 0.94 0.96 0.95 1.0

Table 6.36. Ffvae results on correlation of non-sensitive attribute (pos) and eligibility for CI-MNIST
dataset, selected best result per attribute

pos acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5,0.5) [091] 092 | 09 |098 1.0 0.96 0.98 1.0
(0.75,0.25) 1 0.92| 093 | 09 |0.98 1.0 0.96 0.98 1.0
0.9,0.1) [ 09 | 091 | 0.89 [098 | 0.99 0.95 0.97 1.0

Table 6.37. Laftr-EqOdd results on correlation of non-sensitive attribute (pos) and eligibility for CI-MNIST
dataset, selected best result per attribute

pos acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOppO | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5,0.5) [096| 097 | 096 [099| 0.99 0.98 0.98 1.0
(0.75,0.25) | 0.95 | 096 | 095 | 1.0 0.98 0.99 0.98 1.0
0.9,0.1) {093 094 | 091 (097 | 0.97 0.97 0.97 1.0

Table 6.38. Laftr-EqOppl results on correlation of non-sensitive attribute (pos) and eligibility for CI-

MNIST dataset, selected best result per attribute

pos acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOppO | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5,0.5) [097] 098 | 096 [099| 0.99 0.99 0.99 0.99
(0.75,0.25) | 0.96 | 0.97 | 095 [0.99| 0.98 0.98 0.98 0.99
0.9,0.1) [092] 093 | 09 [097| 0.96 0.96 0.96 0.99

Table 6.39. Laftr-EqOpp0 results on correlation of non-sensitive attribute (pos) and eligibility for CI-

MNIST dataset, selected best result per attribute

pos acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5,0.5) [096| 097 | 096 |0.99| 0.99 0.99 0.99 0.99
(0.75,0.25) | 0.96 | 0.97 | 0.95 [0.99 | 0.99 0.98 0.98 0.99
(09,0.1) [092| 094 | 09 |097| 097 0.95 0.96 0.99

eligibility. Results are depicted in Figure in Tables 6.41 to 6.48, corresponding to the experimental
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Table 6.40. Laftr-DP results on correlation of non-sensitive attribute (pos) and eligibility for CI-MNIST
dataset, selected best result per attribute

pos acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5,0.5) [096| 097 | 096 |099| 0.99 0.99 0.99 1.0
(0.75,0.25) | 0.96 | 0.97 | 095 [0.99| 0.99 0.99 0.99 1.0
(09,0.1) {093 094 | 091 [098| 0.99 0.97 0.98 1.0

setup described in Setting 4 of Section 3.6. Each pair in pos-ratio column indicate (l., [,), which

specifies the ratio of images with box on left side for (even=eligible, odd=ineligible). Figure 3.8

compare all models side-by-side.

Table 6.41. MLP results on correlation of sensitive attribute (pos) and eligibility for CI-MNIST dataset,
selected best result per attribute

pos-ratio | acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOppO | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc

(0.5,0.5) [095] 095 | 095 | 1.0 1.0 0.99 0.99 0.51
(0.75,0.25) | 094 | 095 | 093 |093| 0095 0.92 0.94 0.59

(09,0.1) |087| 0.89 | 0.85 |0.76 0.8 0.72 0.76 0.67

Table 6.42. CNN results on correlation of sensitive attribute (pos) and eligibility for CI-MNIST dataset,
selected best result per attribute

pos-ratio | acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOppO | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc

(0.5,0.5) [096] 096 | 096 | 1.0 1.0 0.99 0.99 0.56
(0.75,0.25) | 094 | 095 | 094 |094| 0094 0.94 0.94 0.79

(09,0.1) | 09 | 091 | 0.88 |0.82| 0.86 0.79 0.82 0.88

Table 6.43. Cfair results on correlation of sensitive attribute (pos) and eligibility for CI-MNIST dataset,
selected best result per attribute

pos-ratio | acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc

(0.5,0.5) [095] 095 | 095 | 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.82
(0.75,0.25) 1 0.94 | 0.94 | 0.94 |0.99 1.0 0.99 0.99 0.88

(09,0.1) |0.87| 0.86 | 0.88 |0.99 1.0 0.99 0.99 0.92
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Table 6.44. Ffvae results on correlation of sensitive attribute (pos) and eligibility for CI-MNIST dataset,
selected best result per attribute

pos-ratio | acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc

(0.5,0.5) [091] 09 | 091 | 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
(0.75,0.25) | 0.86 | 0.86 | 0.86 | 0.8 0.81 0.79 0.8 1.0

0.9,0.1) [0.76 | 0.75 | 0.77 [0.54 | 0.53 0.55 0.54 1.0

Table 6.45. Laftr-EqOdd results on correlation of sensitive attribute (pos) and eligibility for CI-MNIST
dataset, selected best result per attribute

pos-ratio | acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc

(0.5,0.5) {096 096 | 097 | 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.99
(0.75,0.25) | 0.95| 096 | 095 |0.95| 0.96 0.94 0.95 0.64

0.9,0.1) [092] 093 | 091 (087 | 0.89 0.85 0.87 0.72

Table 6.46. Laftr-EqOppl results on correlation of sensitive attribute (pos) and eligibility for CI-MNIST
dataset, selected best result per attribute

pos-ratio | acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc

(0.5,0.5) [096| 096 | 096 | 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.93
(0.75,0.25) | 095 | 0.96 | 095 |0.95| 0.96 0.93 0.95 0.65

(09,0.1) [092| 093 | 091 |0.86| 0.89 0.84 0.86 0.75

Table 6.47. Laftr-EqOppO results on correlation of sensitive attribute (pos) and eligibility for CI-MNIST
dataset, selected best result per attribute

pos acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOppl | EqOdd | sens-acc
(0.5,0.5) [097] 097 | 097 | 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.74
(0.75,0.25) | 0.95| 096 | 095 095 0.96 0.94 0.95 0.61
0.9,0.1) [092] 093 | 091 [0.86| 0.88 0.84 0.86 0.74

Table 6.48. Laftr-DP results on correlation of sensitive attribute (pos) and eligibility for CI-MNIST dataset,
selected best result per attribute

pos-ratio | acc | p-acc | up-acc | DP | EqOpp0O | EqOpp1 | EqOdd | sens-acc

(0.5,0.5) [096| 096 | 097 | 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
(0.75,0.25) | 0.95 | 0.96 | 095 |0.95| 0.96 0.94 0.95 0.95

(09,0.1) [093| 093 | 092 |0.86| 0.87 0.86 0.86 0.97
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